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Letter from a Father to his Son on 
the perfettions of God. 
Dear Son, 
N my former letter I atterapted 
to eftablifh you in the belief 
of a firft caufe of all things, of 
the being of an uncreated God, 
without which belief it is unnecef- 
fary to fay or even think of what I 
fhall now write you. The princi- 
pal ideas in this letter flow from 
the fubftance of the other. 

All things being made by God, 
we are enabled to learn from them 
his true character. ‘Phey exhibit 
perfections which can belong to 
none but the Creator, and which 
place him before us in an infinitely 
exalted and amiable view. 

But what benefit fhall we re- 
ceive, my fon, if we fearch into 
and defcribe the character of the 
great Creator of the world and our 
hearts be oppofed to him? We 
have, by nature, oppofition of 
heart to God. Though you may 
now think you feel tolerably well 
pleafed with him, yet if ever you 
are awakened to a fenfe of your 
ftate, you will find the moft invet- 
erate oppofition, waked up in your 


‘heart againtt every exhibition God 


has made of himfelf in his works. 





Thefe effects will arife even from 
my prefent endeavors if your heart 
be oppofed to God. If you at- 
tend, your underftanding will be 
enlightened and you will be pre- 
pared to exercife love to the cha- 
raéter of God fhould he ever re- 
new your heart. And fhould it 
never be renewed, thefe endeavors 
will be means of vindicating the 
divine conduét toward you in that 
folemn and important day, when, 
my own and your ftate will be un- 
alterably fixed. The juftice of 
God in your condemnation will 
be evident when it appears you 
have continued in ftupid oppofi- 
tion, notwithftanding your mind 
had been enlightened by thefe kind 
exertions. And the way will be 
prepared for every holy being to 
fay amen, and to fing “ Juft and 
true are thy ways, thou king of 
faints,”? when your fentence fhall 
be pronounced by the judge of all 
the world. 

If we admit the idea that God 
is the Creator of all things we mutt 
believe he hasinfinite power. No 
power fhort of this could have cre- 
ated man, the earth on which he 
lives, and the vaft bodies in the 
heavens above. We know that 
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no finite power can raife heaps of 
earth in mountains to the fkies, 
or pile together ponderous bodies 
of mafly rock, or make the unfa- 
thomable deep. No one ever faw 
finite power produce any thing that 
had no being before. A finite arm 
never gave exiftence to inanimate 
things, much lefs exiftence and fa- 
culties to animate and rational be- 
ings. 

By the fame kind of reafonirg 
we muft believe God has infinite 
wifdom. If we fearch the anato- 
my of the human frame, fee the 


delicate and fine fpun parts that | 
necefhity of 


compofe it, and the 
every part being in tune to promote 
health and life, we are led to be- 
lieve no finite wifdom created it or 
keeps it alive. But this is not 
more expreflive of intinite wifdom 


than molt, if not all the works of | 


creation. 
‘The fame may be. faid of the 
world, of the regularity and order 


of the heavenly bodies, of the mo- | 


tion of the earth around the preat 
centre, producing years and their 


feveral feafons, and on its own | 


axis producing a regular fucceflion 
of day and night, the earth being 
fufpeaded and moving in the wide 
expanfe, and in the rapidity of its 
motion all beings and things cleav- 
ing to its furface, among other 
things the ocean rolling its lofty 
billows and yet keeping its own 
limits, of the fruits and produdtions 
of the earth, of every plant and 
blade, every beaft and reptile, and 
indeed of all the things we fee. 
They fhow that the great Creator 
is infinitely wife. Finite wifdom 
can not make one kernel of prain 
to fprout, one blade to fhoot forth, 
or one infeé to live. Even the 
moft fimple things in creation out- 
{trip it in an infinite degree. 

If you yet fufpend your affent, 
my fon, think of men poffefling a 


On the Lerfedions of God. 


Marcy; 


foul. ‘Think of the union of fpi- 
rit and matter fo that at the vyolj- 
tion of one the other moves. 
Think that the body contains that 
which can call up the tranfations 
of paft years, {tretch forward on 








the wing of imagination into futu- 
| rity, contemplate and reafon with 
precifion, and communicate know- 
| ledge by fpeech, and fay, if God 
who created him be not infinitely 
wife. The ftatuary may form im- 
ages inthe likeneis of men. But 
'can he form thinking images or 
were they ever heard to {peak ? 
From the fame fource we learn 
the goodaefs of God, or his moral 
_reétitude. Ifthe perfeétions which 
| have been mentioned exitft in God 
| feparate from mere reétitude, he is 
a dangerous being, capable of do- 
| ing infinite hurt. His moral rec- 
titude or his goodnefs difpofes him 
‘to bring about the greatelt good of 
his kingdom, and makes his cha- 
_racter infinitely lovely. 
When we fee the earth cre- 
ated for man’s refidence,preducing 
| objects to delight the eye and em- 
ploy the mind, producing food for 
his table and fuftenance for his cat- 
tle, fee the elements fo ordered 
| that man can breathe and enjoy 
health, fee him fupplied with a 
| fuitable deoree of light,  vifited 
| with alternate periods of darknefs 
| fuited for his retirement, nourifh- 
ment and reft, and all things a- 
| dapted to his convenience and hap- 
pinefs, we have fufficient evidence 
that God is infinitely good. 
There are in the nature of 
things, motives to virtue and dif- 
couragements to vice, which thould 
teach us that the great God of na- 
ture is a friend to the former and 
an enemy to the latter. 
The moral reétitude of God, 
| which may be difcovered in nature, 
|is what makes the impenitent hea- 


‘then without excufe. The apof- 
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tie Paul, in the firft chapter of his 
epiftle to the Romans, twentieth 
verfe, faith, So then they are 
without excufe. They have no 
revelation of God’s moral charac- 
ter but in nature, and their obli- 
gation to love and ferve him is 
built on this alone. They there- 
fore cannot be inexcufable for neg- 
le&ting to love and ferve God, if 
his moral reétitude is not difcover- 
able in nature. 

The fcriptures reprefent that 
God’s moral charaéter is difcover- 
able in his works. Pfalm xix. 
1. The heavens declare the glo- 
ry of God: and the firmament 
fhoweth his handy work. The 


glory of God is his moral char- | 


ater. Rom. i. 20. For the 
invifible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly 
feen, being underftood by the 
things that are made, &c. The in- 
vifible things of God are his moral 
character, hisholinefs. This is clear- 
ly feen from the creation of the 
world or the things that are made. 

You may think, my fon, that 
the evils in this life, the pain and 
mifery we endure will operate a- 
gainft the idea that there is evi- 
dence of divine goodnefs in na- 
ture. You may think there is more 
evidence from nature that God 
is malevolent than that he is good. 
It is true God permits pain and 
mifery to bein his world. But if 
we confider the moral {tate of man, 
that he is depraved and deferving 
no good, we mult fuppofe God to 
be good in beftowing upon him one 
favor, even if he brings upon him 
innumerable evils. Yea, confider- 
ing his defert, if God fhow lim 
no favor it will not prove that he is 
malevolent. Man may know he 
is a finner and therefore deferving 
the indignation of God. He may 
fee himfelf at the fame time in the 


enjoyment of many fayors, which ' unknowa to us. 
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is enough to teach him that the 
God of nature is good. 

You may alfo objeé to the idea, 
upon the fuppofition that it fuper- 
cedes the neceflity of a-divine reve- 
lation and flings a weapon into the 
hands of deifts apainft revealed re- 
ligion. Itis one thing to have di- 
vine goodnefs revealed in nature, 
and another for men to difcover it. 
Man is fo depraved that he never 
would difcover the moral charac- 
ter of God from his works. The 
nations without divine revelation 
in the fcriptures never have difco- 
vered it, and it has been owing to 
their depravity of heart. But this 
does not prove that it is not difco- 
verable. Ifthefe nations were ho- 
ly they doubtlefs would have dif- 
covered and rejoiced in the moral 
charaéter of God in all his works. 

Befides, the revelation in the 
{criptures is neceflary to difcover to 
finners the way of falvation through 
Chrift. Though we may learn 
that God is good from his works, 
yet we cannot learn that he will 
fave finners, or how he will fave 
them. We may learn from nature 
that we do wrong and therefore 
deferve punifhment. Our reafon 
will teach us that our punifhment 
fhould be proportionate to our 
crime, which muft be infinite, fin 
being againft a Being of infinite au- 
thority and who has an infinite 
right to our love and fervice. If 
| infinite, how can we know, how 

can we even hope that God will 
fave us. Though he may fhow vs 
fome favors, yet we do not know 
| that he willhereafter. And if we 
| fhould know that he would fave 
| us, we could difcover no way for 
| God to maintain the honor of his 
| law and fave finners. That glori- 
| ous plan which fills heaven with 
wonder and praife, which holy be- 
ings defire to look into, would be 
There therefore 
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is need of the divine revelation 
in the fcriptures, notwithftanding 
God’s goodnefs is difcoverable 
from nature. This therefore is 
not a weapon inthe hands of deifts 
but againit them. It is confuting 
them upon their own ground. It 
is acknowledging their premifes 
and drawing a conclufion from 
them to their own deftruction. 

This God, my fon, is my great- 
eft joy. When I meditate on his 
character my feelings are in har- 
mony with thofe -xpreffed by the 
Pfalmift and verfified by Dr. 
Watts.— 


“ Were I in heaven without my God. 

*T would be no joy to me ; 
And whilft this earth is my abode, 

I long for none but thee.” 

What can be more lovely than 
a being of perfe&t rectitude poffef- 
fing infinite power and wifdom ? 
It is impofible for him to do 
wrong. He will accomplith the 
beft ends. He will be influenced 
to this by his goodnefs, and his 
wifdom and power will enable 
him to doit. There is perfect 
fafety in his hands. O, my fon, 
if you wifh for happinefs, love and 
confide in him. Renounce all 
other Gods and unrefervedly give 
yourfelf up to the Lord Jehovah. 
The holy fcriptures hold forth 
abundant motives for this. But 
without {cripture, even from na- 
ture, you have evidence enough 
that it is your duty and that this is 
a ground of holy confolation. 
Without delight and confidence in 
this God, you may feek reft but 
will find none. If you do not fet- 
tle down in awful fecurity, you 
will {pend your life in fruitlefs en- 
quiries, will be perplexed and dif- 
treffed, like the troubled fea that 
cannot reft, and when you die 
you will have no God,mno glorious 
difplays of divine beauty, and no 
ground of eternal joy. That you 


A tribute of praife to the Holy Spirit. 
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may have the favor of this God is’ 
my ardent prayer. 
Yours, &c. 
PATER. 


A tribute of praife to the Holy 
Spirit. 


T is obfervable that in the 
works of the Deity there is 
a beautiful progrefion. They are 
continually advancing to a_ higher 
degree of perfeétion, or to the 
completion of the idea of the di- 
vine mind, which comprehended all 
his works from the beginning. 
One event brings on another, that 
a third, and fo on in endlefs fuc- 
ceffion, all verging to one grand 
point, all rifing higher and higher, 
bringing more clearly into view the 
glorious charaéter of the great Au- 
thor. The works of creation 
were defigned as preparatory to the 
ftill greater works of providence, 
as the defign of building a houfe is 
that it may be inhabited. The 
works of providence contain afe- 
ries which no finite being can com- 
prehend. By creatures they muft 
neceffarily be viewed in parts more 
or lefs detached, yet they contti- 
tute one great whole, like fo many 
links of a chain infeparably con- 
nected, or like the parts of a great 
building, ail framed and compaét- 
ed together with the moft perfea 
fymmetry and firmnefs. It is the 
fame God, the fame infinitely per- 
fect and moft glorious Being who 
is difplayed through the whole. 
As the work of creation was 
preparatory to the works of provt- 
dence, of which redemption is the 
chief, fo the work of redemption 
as wrought out by the Son jncar- 
hate, was preparatory to the work 
of renovation or making all things 
new by the Holy Spirit. As God 
created the world tobe a theatre 
for the great work of redemption, 
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fo the Son of God affumed our na- 
ture, obeyed the law, fuffered and 
died, that there might come forth 
anew and more beautiful creation 
by the Holy Spirit. 

When the perfons of the Trini- 
tyare diftinguifhed in their opera- 
tions, the great work of making 
effectual application of the benefits 
of the Redeemer’s purchafe, is 
manifeftly attributed to the Spirit. 
[tis God the Spirit who arrefis 
finful men in their ftupid and mad 
career down to eternal ruin, who 
convinces them of fin, and after 
effeQually humbling them, ac- 
quaints them with the things of 
Jefus and leads them to embrace 
the Saviour. Thus by faith he 
conftitutes a vital aad moft bleffed 
union between perifhing fianers 
and the Lord of glory. As the 
Spirit regenerates or begins the 
work of fandtification, fo he cf- 
fefiually carries it on under all cir- 
cumiftances thro’ life, and at length 
prepares the happy fubject for glo- 
vy complete and ineffable. 

It is the glorious charafer of 
the fame God which fhines in cre- 
ation, redemption and fandtifica- 
tion. But in redemption and 
fanétification, with the greatelt 
pofible brightnefs. Hence we 
read of theriches of the glory ot 
his inheritance in the faints. This 
aftonifhing work of grace on the 
hearts of thofe whe were chofen 
by the Father in Chrift Jefus and 
fore-ordained unto eternal life be- 
fore the world began, which is 
daily carrying into effect by the 
Haly Spirit, is the crowning paint 
or grand iflue of all the opera- 
tions of the Deity of which we 
have any knowledge. And when 
it fhall (land forth in all the perfec- 
tion of Jehovah we may reit affu- 
red its glory and beauty will far 
furpafs all which the eye of man 
hath feen or his heart conceived. 
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In order to this, every chofen vef- 
fel muft be gathered in and render- 
ed perfect both foul and body in 
the glorious likenefs of the Sav- 
iour All the meinbers muft be 
petfe&ly conformable to the head, 
ault be brought into the moft in- 
timate union and be filled with ali 
the fulluefs of God, as his {pirit- 
ual, living and moft glorious tem- 
ple, in which he will delight to 
dwell forever and ever. 

. Since then the operations of the 
Holy Spirit on the hearts of fin- 
ners are fo glorious to the Deity 
and fo happifying‘to man, they are 
worthy to be recorded and had 
in everlafting remembrance. Is 
there joy in heaven over one fAnner 
that repenteth? Is the event viewed 
as of fufficient importance to be 
publifhed thro’ the heavenly world 
and doth it caufe the holy angels 
and faints in glory to rejoice ; and 
fhall it be overlooked by thechurch 
militant ? Verily fo important is 
every inftance of faving converfon 
that it is worthy to be proclaimed 
thro’ heaven and earth, and to be 
celebrated thro’ everlafline ages. 

In this view authe ntl Cc narratives 
of the revival of religion, or of 
the wonderful operations of the 
Holy Spirit in one place and anoth- 
er, are to be perufed and contem- 
plated with pleafure. ‘They are to 
be viewed as a tribute of praife to 
God, and when thus oliead up by 
thofe who love his appearing, they 
muft afcend as iweet incenfe be- 
fore his throne. ‘They are the 
echo of his effectual call, and re- 
fie& back to himfelf the glory of 
his grace, which he is pouri)-3 in- 
to the veffeis of his mercy. 

They exhibit to the world the 
moft inconteftible exidence of the 
reality, excellence and importance 
of religion. As they are moit 
powerfully calculated to awaken, 
convince and cowvert perifhing Gn- 
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ners, fo perhaps no means are } 


more frequently bleffed to this 
end. 


They are eminently calculated 


A tribuie of praife to the Holy Spirit. 





to quicken, edify, comfort and 
fupport the Lord’s people. As 
their hearts are bound up in the 
profperity of Zion, fo no news 
can be to them fo refrefhing. 
this way they become extenfively 
acquainted with what God 1s do- 
me in the earth. 
joice and they give glory to God. 
By intelligence ef this kind exhib- 
ited of late in Rippon’s Baptilt 
Regifter, in the London, Mithon- 


ary, and Connecticut Evangelical | 


Magazines, how ts the revenue of 
Divine glory increafed, how many 
thoufands of Chriflians are made 
acquainted with the mioft gracious 
and wonderful works of the Spir- 
it, and with thofe dear brethren 
and iifters whofe faces they never 
faw in the flefh ! What a founda- 
tion is thus laid for thofe delight- 
ful perfonal interviews among the 
redeemed, recognizing each other 
and recapitulating their particular 
hiltories, or the dealings of divine 
mercy in bringing them feverally 
home to glory ; which may proba- 
bly occupy no fimall portion cf the 
firit ages of a blefied immortality ! 

The writer is aware of an ob- 
jection which may be raifed to an 
encouragement or publications of 


this kind, viz. here is fuch 


danger of impofition, and fo many 
{pecious appearances prove abor- 
tive, that it is more prudent to 
Jeave all thefe matters in an undi- 
gefted mafs, and wait the decifion 


ef the great day. In anfwer to 
this objection, it isto be obferved, 
that tho’ no man can pretend with 
infallible certainty to determine the 
heart of another, yet thefe afton- 
ifhing changes manifettly 
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Their hearts re- | 








wrought by the power of divine 


‘ 
‘ . . af 
grace, which fatisfy the mind of | 


[Maxcen, 


every believer, and hardly admit of 
a doubt. Now fhould we forbear 
to notice fuch inftances becaufe 
pofibly we may be deceived in 
fome, we fhould negleé& to ac. 
knowledge the finger of God 
when moft confpicuous, and un- 
doubedly grieve the Holy Spirit. 
For if God the Spirit be indeed 
operating upon the hearts of fome 
of the children of men in the man- 
ner fuppofed in this effay, it man- 
ifeftly calls for the moft grateful 
acknowledgments and the fub- 
limeft praife of heaven and earth. 
Should thefe hold their peace the 
tones would immediately cry out. 
Undoubtedly he defigns to make 
his own efficiency fo confpicuous 
in thefe operations that thofe who 
do not acknowledge him, mutt be 
fealed up under the condemning 
fentence of unbelief. Undoubted- 
ly there are genuine marks by 
which a true work of the Spirit of 
God in the revival of religion in 
any place may be known, a deni- 
al of which would be very prejudi- 
cial to the caufe. It would be 
yielding a point highly gratifying, 
no doubt, to infidels. But fo long 
as there are any remains of the 
precious faith of God’s eleé on 
the earth, this point will never be 
conceded. Jt is ever to be re- 
membered the prefent is a ftate of 
great imperfection. The wheat it 
muft be confeffed it little in bulk 
to the chaff, but bleffled be God, 
there are fome kernels, and for 
thefe we never can be fufficiently 
thankful. In the exercifes of the 
foundeft converts or the beft faints 
on earth,there isa mixture. There 
will be falfe and impure affedtions 
mingled with thofe which are gen- 
uine, but fhall we on this account 
throw away the whole ? God for- 
bid. Wherefore let God be praifed 
for all his wonderful works, bes 
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above all, for the gracious opera- 
tions of his Holy Spirit. 
PHILO. 





How a perfon becomes juftified by 
faith ? 


Mess’rs Epirors, 
IF you fee fit, pleafe to give 
the following a place in the Mag- 


azine. 


O perfon is juftified before 
God, for the fake of any 
merit there is in his faith ; though 
it be, in the gofpel, a fixed term of 
pardon, reconciliation to God, and 
of eternal life; yet thefe precious 
benefits and ineftimable favors are 
not beftowed upon any of the fin- 
ful human race, for the fake of 
any merit there is in faith. In 
the gofpel, we are repeatedly faid 
to be juitified by faith ; bet no per- 
fon is from thence to conclude, 
that any one is juftified, for the 
fake of any merit there is in faith ; 
but by it (faith) as an inftrument 
and meazs, in fpecial ordained of 
God as the believer’s union to 
Chrift, and intereft in the faving 
bleflings of his purchafe : as the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift (the refult 
of both his aétive and paflive obe- 
dience) is the fole meritorious 
caufe of the believing finner’s juf- 
tification, as faith is appointed of 
God as the inftrument and means 
of believers in Chrift becoming 
united to him, and interefted in 
his righteoufnefs (the only merito- 
rious caufe of juftification, and of 
all the faving bleffings of the coy- 
enant of grace) in this fenfe only, 
I apprehend, any can be faid to be 
jyltified by faich. 
PHILALETHES. 





Satan's perverfion of the decrees and 
promifes of God. 


THE following ftatement of 
Satan’s reafoning upon the decrees 
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and the remarks upon it, are fub- 
nitted to the Editors of the Coa- 
necticut Evangelicul Magazine. 


Matthew iv. 5, 6. 


“ Then the Devil taketh him up 
into the holy city, and fetteth him on 
a pinnacle of the temple, and Jaith 
unto him, if thou be the Son of God, 
caft thyfelf dozun : for it is written, 
he foall give his Angels charge con- 
cerning thee, and in their hands they 

Jeall bear thee up, left at any time 
thou dafh thy foot againf a plone.” 


N this affault on the Son of 
God, the grand adverfary was 
more artful and plaufible, than in 
all his other temptations. He trans- 
formed hmfelf intoanangel of light, 
in coverfing with Chrift upon the 
decrees. 
trine in full, and urged him to caft 
himfelf down, becaufe it was writ- 
ten, or decreed, that the angels 
fhould have charge over him, and 


he could not at any time dath his 
feet againft the ftones. ‘The plain 
import of his reafoning with Chrift 
upon the decrees, was this :— 
“ You profefs and claim to be the 
Son of God. I challenge and 
demand the proof. For if you 
make this high profeflion, and pre- 
tend to be the Chrift, you mutt 
fhow a fign from heaven, or ex- 
hibit convincing evidence of your 
character and claims. Now if you 
be really the Son of God, and 
not an impoltor, you will acknow- 
ledge this obligation on yourfelf, 
and comply with my propofal.— 
The decrees of God, your profef- 
fed father, fhall be the criterion, 
totry, whether you are in reality 
lis Son. ‘Thefe are eternal and 
immutable. If God, by his abfo- 
lute and unchangable decrees, 
owns you for his Son, the matter 
will at once be decided. In his 


holy word, this particular decree 
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is written and revealed concerning 
the Mefhiah. “ He fhail give his 
angels charge over him, and in 
their hands they ihail bear him up, 
lett he dafh his foot againft a 
ftone.” Now prove, by fulfilling 
this everlafting decree, that you 
are the Mefhah. Caft yourfelf 
down from the pinnacle ; and if 
the angels come and bear you 
up in their hands, 1 mutt believe 
and acknowledge, that you are the 
Son of God. ‘Uhis will be full 
and demonftrative proof, be your 


own witnefs, and the witnefls of | 


God, your Father, to your pro- 
fefion and claim to be the Chrift. 
Hishonor and your owa,are equal- 


ly concerned in the manifettation | 


of your perfoa and charaéter. You 
cannot reafonably refufe to com- 
ply with the propofed trial ; for it 
is obligatory on you to exhibit ev- 
idence of your divine mifhon ; 
proof of your claim to be the Mef- 
fiah, or otherwife, you ought to 
x2 confidered and treated, as a 
vile impottor. 
your fituation, and there was fuch 
a decree concerning me, I fhould 
not refufe to fatisfy any one in fo 
proper and reafonable a requelt, 
bat fhould be pleafed myfeli, to 
have my father acknowledve me 
for his Son by his eternal decrees. 
I thould not hefitate in the leaft, to 
take the flight ; for whatever God 
has decreed and fixed, he is necef- 
firated to fulfil in the minuteft par- 
ticular. He cannot lie ; and 
therefore, cannot break his own 
abfolute decrees. You need not 
indulge the leaft diftant apprehen- 


fion of danger in cafting yourfelf 


down. ‘I'he angels willas certainly 
come, and bear you up in their 
hands, as sie everlatling and un- 
changeable decrees of God are cer- 
tain of accomplifhment. Thefe 
decrees never were, and never can 
be broken by ail the powers in 
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heaven, earth, or hell; but as foon 
as you even bepin to defcend; the 
angels will inftantly appear, eafe 
youtn your paffage down, and 
gently. reft yout feet upon the 
ground.” Thus reafoned Satan 
the grand deceiver, upon the dé- 
crees, Which he faid, were written 
and revealed in the bible. But he 
reafoned no more abfurdly frem 





If { were only in | 


the doctrine, nor perverted ferip- 
ture any more, than man? of man. 
kind do, at the prefent day. The 
following are their ftatement and 
reafoning upon the decrees. — 
* God hath abfolutely and unal- 
terably decreed and fixed all events 
and things fron eternity to ¢eterni- 
ty, and hath unconditionally elet- 


ed to falvation, all thofe, who will 
| finally be delivered from the wrath 


tocome: Therefore, if we are to 


' be faved, we fhall be faved, let us 
live in fin, or do as we pleafe ; 
| but if we are to be damned, we 


fhall be danmed, Ict us do what we 
may.” 

The decrees of God, they ftate 
jultly ; but the conclufions, which 
they draw from them, are abfard. 


| They reafon upon them in a fimi- 


lar manner with Satan, the fubile 


| adverfary ; and anfwering him, 


will equally anfwer them. The 
following remarks will fhow the 
deception and fallacy of Satan’s 
reafoning with the Son of God 
upon the decrees. 

1. The reafoning was his own, 
and like himfelf. His a liar and 





decciver, the father of lies, and the 
‘truth is not in him. Since his fin 
_ and rebellion againft God, his con- 
(tant object has been, to deceive. 
This liar from the beginning, 1s not 
to be credited, unlefs we are wil- 
ing to be fatally deceived. Chritt, 
our example and pattern, did not 
believe Satan, nor comply with 
his temptation, which is a cleat 
‘proof, that his reafoning upon the 
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decrees was falfe, and is an ad- 
monition to us, not to believe his 
fuggeftions, nor comply with his 
fubtle devices. 

2. The reafoning was a temp- 
tation. Chrift confidered the mat- 
ter in this light, and faid, “ Thou 
fhalt not tempt the Lord, thy God.” 
But if Satan’s reafoning upon the 
decrees had been juft, there would 
have been no temptation in it $ and 
Chrift might with fafety have com- 
plied with his propofal, and caft 
himfelf down. ‘The tempter knew, 
that he, as a man, would have 
dafhed againft the ftones. This 
was his fole objeét, to tempt the 
Redeemer to kill himfelf. 

3. Satan, in his reafoning upon 
the decrees, artfully perverted 
{cripture, and left out a part of 
the paffage, in which the doétrine 
was revealed. The paffage which 
he quoted is in the ninety-firft 
Pfalm. ‘ For he fhall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways. They fhall 
bear thee up in their hands, left 
thou dafh thy foot againft a {tone.”’ 


' The part which he defignedly left 


out, is, ‘to keep thee in all thy 
ways.” This fhows, that there 
was fomething for Chrift to do ; 
fome way in which he was to go. 
When he was on the temple, it 
was not his way, to caft himfelf 
down, as the deceiver urged him. 
It was not decreed, that the angels 
fhould keep him in that way, and 
bear him up in their hands, if he 
had prefumptuoufly thrown him- 
felf down, and tempted God.— 
They were to keep him in his way, 
that is, in the ufe of appointed 
means of prefervation. 

4. Satan, in his reafoning on 
the decrees, feparated the means 
from the end. The {cripture, in 
which the decree concerning 
Chrift was revealed, connected the 
means with the end. The angels 

Vor. II. No. 9. 
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were to keep him in all his ways. 
He was to ufe means to preferve 
his own life; and not ufe means 
to deftroy it, as.the tempter’s rea- 
foning implied. 

There are two extremes into 
which men ran, in reafoning upon 
the decrees. ‘The one is, to fepa- 
rate means from the end, and run 
every thing into fatality. ‘The 
other is, to deny the doétrine whol- 
ly, and run every thing into chance. 
The true decrees, as {tated in di- 
vine revelation, are a middle 
courfe between thefe two extremes, 
and connect means with the end. 
Inthe decrees of God, the means 
are as neceflary; and as much ap- 
pointed as the decrees themfelves. 
“Created anew in Chrift Jefus 
unto good works, which good 
works, God before ordained, that 
we fhould walk in them.” The 
elect of God are faid to be * cho- 
fen from the beginning unto falva- 
tion :” but how are they chofen, 
and through what means will they 
be faved ? “ Through fanétification 
of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth.” Their fanétification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth come 
in, as meatus in fulfilment of their 
eleétion, and are abfolutely necef- 
{ary to their falvation. Upon this 
ground, they are commanded “ to 
give all diligence to make their 
calling and ele¢tion /ure, and to 
work ont their own falvation with 
fear and trembling.””? From the 
word of God it is manifeft, that 
the means and the end are infepa- 
rably conneéted in his univerfak 
and abfolute decrees, and thofe, 
who feparate them, and run all 
things into fatality, reafon juft as 
abfurdly, as their father, the devil, 
did with Chrift. * Ye are of your 
father, the devil, and his reafoning 
ye will ufe.” 

Before this fubject is difmiffed, 
it will be proper to take notice of 
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two ideas which naturally occur. 
t. The doétrine of the decrees 
is a true doétrinc. If the doc. 


trine had been falfe, Satan would | 


not have mifreprefented and per- 
verted it. This would not have 
been agreeable to his nature and 
object. He would by no means 
pervert falfe doétrines ; but on 
the contrary, he ufes all his influ- 
ence to make men believe them. 
He often transforms himfelf into 
an angel of light, and takes true 
doétrines from the Bible ; but be- 
fore he leaves them, he mutilates 


and turns them into falfe ones by | 


drawing wrong confequences and 
conclufions. ‘This was the cafe 
in his temptation with the Son of 
God. His ufe of the decrees 
with him, is a clear proof, that 
the doétrine is true. 

2. The fubject affords a feafon- 
able warning to thofe, whom Satan 
tempts by reafoning upon the de- 
crees, and whofe confciences he is 
quieting in lives of fin. His lan- 
guage to them is : ‘* The decrees 
are eternal and fixed. If you are 
included in the clection of grace, 
you will be faved at lalt ; there- 
fore, eat and drink ; indulye your- 


felves without reftraiff in the grati- | 


fication of your paflions and incli- 
nations, and take your fil! of plea- 
fares. But if you are deftined to 


mifery, you cannot help it, nor | 


alter the cafe in the leaft ; there- 
fore, give yourfelves no anxiety, 
or concern, about your future 
ftate, but enjoy as much happi- 
nefs as pofhble, through life.” 
Such perfons are in a very alarm- 
ing {tate ; on the dangerous ground 
of the fubtle adverfary of fouls. 
The decrees are emphatically, his 
ftrong hold. He ufed them in 
one of his temptations with 
Chrift; and we may be affured, 
that he would ufe his moft likely 
means to fucceed with him. With- 
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out doubt, he more often fucceeds 
with mankind, in this, than in any 
other way. Many at the prefent 
day, appear to be taken by him 
upon this ground, and ftrongly 
‘holden. Their mouths are fulj 
of the fame kind of reafoning up. 
'on the decrees, which he ufed 
with the Saviour of the world. 
| They are now led captive by him 
in the fame way to ruin, in which 
thoufands and millions of the hu- 
man race have been before them ; 
and unlefs a fovereign God have 
_mercy on them, and difpoffefs Sa- 
tan of his ftrong hold, they will 
ere long, to their everlafting for- 
row, fee the fatal deception of his, 
and their reafoning upon the divine 
decrees. 





PROTEUS. 


Nymphas to Sofpater. 
LETTER I. 


D:ar Frienp, 

FLAT friend of Jefus, 

who that loves his name 
_and withes weil to mankind, but 
| mult feel grief and a pious indigna- 
/tion in contemplating the zeal 
| of the f{coffer, to deftroy the Chrif- 
tian religion, and to take away 
| the key of knowledge ? Who will 
| not themfelves enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, nor fuffer thofe 
who are entering to goin. Like 
the old Pharifees, they compals 
fea and land to make profelytes, and 
are unwearied in their exertions to 
fpread the poifon of their infidel 
principles, far and wide. Ought 
not their zeal to put the friends of 
Chrift to the bluth, who have ef- 
poufed the fame glorious caufe, 
which brought him from heaven, 
and yet are fo very lukewarm, fo 
very indifferent as to its fuccefs 
that it is almoft hard to fay wheth- 
er they be friends or enemies, 





or to what camp they belong. Is 
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not this, my friend, lamentable ? 
Efpecially when it is remembered 
that the glory of God, the honor 
of the Redeemer, the falvation of 
finners, and the glory and the 
higheft felicity of that kingdom 
which fhall continue forever, are 
all concerned and infeparably con- 
nected with that truth which f{cof- 
fers oppofe and hate. When we 
confider the beauty, the fweetrefs, 
the excellency and infinite impor- 
tance of that fyftem of truth the 
Son of God teltified by all he faid, 
did and fuffered, and fealed with 


his very blood ; it would feem all | 


its friends would be zealous and 
indefatigable in their endeavors to 
be poffeffed of it, and to have it 
dwell richly in their hearts ; yea, 
more, that they would be indefati- 
gable in their moft vigorous endea- 
vours to diffufe the knowledge 
thereof, far and wide, even to the 
ends of the earth. Indeed this is 
only to fuppofe what was real fact, 
when the fweet light of divine 
truth came into the world by Je- 
fus Chrift. The apoftles and the 
firft Chriftians feemed infpired 
with the very Spirit of their divine 
Mafter, and expreffed the moft ar- 
dent zeal to diffufe the heavenly 
light through the world. It is re- 
ported of the apoftles, prophets, 
evangelifts, paftors and teachers, 
that they went every where preach- 
ing the gofpel; that their found 
wentinto all the earth, and thatthe 
brethren were fellow-helpers to the 
truth, and glorioufly exerted them- 
felves for the furtherance of the 
gofpel. It appears that every 
Chriftian church was a pillar of 
the truth which was infcribed up- 
on it, to be known and read of all, 
that it refembled the fun, the light 
of the world. Bleffed be God, 
this Spirit of Chri is not entire- 
ly gone from the world. There 
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it, in the glorious gnd yet too fee- 
ble exertions which have been 
made for the fpread and further- 
ance of the gofpel in our times. 
May there be more and {till more, 
of this Chrift-like Spirit, and may 
minifters and profeifors remember 
from whence they are fallen, and 
be led to imitate the fervor and 
ardent zeal of their divine Matter 
and the firft churches. When we 
remember the Son of God, a per- 
fon of infinite dignity, become ine 
'carnate, lived, bled and died, to 
be the light of the world, to bea 
witnefs to the truth, and that all 
the interefts of God and his holy 

kingdom are involved in it, we 

might expedt all its real friends 
_ would burn with a pious zeal, that 
_ their fouls would be infpired with 
| the moft fervent defires to do every 
| thing in their power that the gofpel 
| might run and be glorified, and 
| unnumbered millions who now fit 
| in darknefs, might fee the heaven- 
| ly light and walkin it. It would 
| feem each one would be a Paul, 
ready to pafs through many regions 
to proclaim the good tidings of 
| great joy to all, tothe utmoft ex- 
| tent of his power. It would feem, 
‘like him, each one would be no- 
| thing moved by the moft threaten- 
| ing dangers in his way. It would 
| feem impoflible the enemies of the 
{truth fhould be more engaged to 
lexterminate it from the world 
than its friends are to diffufe the 
fweet knowledge thereof far and 
wide. Yetalas! it isa fad fact, 
contrary to all fuppofition, the 
zeal of many of its friends, for its 
furtherance and fupport, bears ne 
| proportion to that of its enemies, 
'for its utter extirpation. The 
| former neither fay or do any thing 
' for the defence and confirmation 
of the gofpel, compared with what 

the latter do for its extirpation. 
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are fleeping, while its enemies are 
all awake and doing with their 
might what they findto do. Thefe 
things ought not to be fo. Con- 
templating the prefent ftate of 
things, my head would be waters 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
were I not myfelf ftupid and un- 
feeling, plunged in the cares of 
the world and troubled about ma- 
nythings. I truft you more fen- 
fibly feel, and it is my earneft with 
the Lord may grant you abundant 
communications of his grace and 
enflame your whole foul with 
love to the truth and an ardent 
zeal for its defenceand furtherance. 
May you bluth to come behind the 
{coffers of the prefent day in the 
zeal and the fervor of your en- 
deavors, and may you fenfibly feel 
your dependance on the Lord, for 
grace to direct andafhift you. The 
caufe in which you are embarked 
is indefcribably grand and glorious 
—all heaven is on your tide—the 
truth is great and will prevail._— 
Soon its weight like a rock will 
fall on its enemies and grind them 
to powder, while it will forever 
remain the broad foundation of the 
joy and confolation of its friends. 
That you may every day fee more 
and more of its beauty, tafte its 
ineffable fweetnefs and feel its en- 
ergy and infinite importance, is the 
fervent with of your affectionate 
friend. 


A letter toa friend upon the fubjed 
of converfing with the fick. 


Belfa(t, (Maine) Nov. 15,1801. 


Dear Sir, 
OU doubtlefs recollect that I 
was on a vifit at your houfe 
in the time of your fon M ’s 
ficknefs. We all looked upon his 
cafe as very critical, and it was 
the opinion of the moft {kilful phy- 





never be relieved from his com. 
plaints, but muftdie in the com. 
pafs of afew days. From a long 
acquaintance with the family and 
as long experience of their kind- 
nefs, I felt deeply interefted in 
their welfare and heartily fympa. 
thifed with you in your affliétion, 
I thought it muft greatly mitigate 
your forrow and comfort your 
mind, provided your child fhould 
give fatisfagtory evidence of re- 
pentance toward God, and friend- 
fhip to his charaéter and govern- 
ment. Forin that cafe, your lofs 
would be Ais greater gain. I 
therefore requelted you to fend 
for the minifter, as you probably 
remember. He was accordingly 
fent for, and fpeedily came. As 
he was going to the apartment of 
your now deceafed fon, you re- 
quefted him to fay nothing about 
death, or upon the fubjects of re- 
ligion ; not fo much on account 
of his weaknefs, as the uneafinefs 
it might give to his mind. I muf 
tell you, fir, that 1 was greatly 
furprifed at your requeft, fince I 
fuppofed that you 4 and, in 
fome meafure, felt the importance 
of religion, efpecially on the near 
approach of death. The minifter 
was as much furprifed as myfelf. 
He immediately halted upon hear- 
ing your requeft, and returned the 
following anfwer : “ I cannot fee 
your fon under this reftraint. I 
mutt converfe with him according 
to my beft judgment ; and I utter- 
ly refufe to fee him, unlefs I have 
liberty to bring up to his view the 
all-important fubjeéts of religion, 
to call his attention to the charac- 
ter and danger of the impenitent 
finner, andto the obedience and 
blood of a crucified Saviour as his 
only hope. This is a duty I owe 
him as a fellow-creature, as @ 


| friend, and efpecially as one com- 
hcians you confulted that he could 


mitted to my charge. If I ncg- 
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le&t this duty, and, in confequence 
of it, your fon perifh, my own 
confcience will give me no peace, 
and his blood, God will require at 
my hand.” Ithought that with 
this refolution, you very reluétant- 
ly allowed him accefs to your 
child. But I no lefs admired his 
anfwer and the fpirit which it 
breathed than I was furprifed at 
your requeft. 

I am apprehenfive that you have 
become one of thofe fafhionable 
Chriftians, who with to think fa- 
vorably of the character and {tate 
of their dying and departed friends 
without any reafon, and who with 
to keep religion at a diftance, in 
health and in ficknefs, in life and 
in death. However contrary to 
your opinion and praétice, I am 
fully perfuaded that this modern 
treatment of dying friends is only 
a refined fcheme for landing them 
in deftruction. 

As you may again be placed in 
fimilar circumftances, pleafe to al- 
low me the liberty to fuggett feve- 
ral ideas upon the fubject, which 
now occur to my mind. 

I thought that you placed your 
minifter in a very difagreeable con- 
dition. Since he greatly loved 
and refpected youand your family, 
he was very loath to give you of- 
fence by denying your requeft, or 
do any thing, by which you might 
fuppofe he forfeited your friend- 
fhip. ‘To grant your requeft, he 
miuft be unfaithful to his own con- 
{cience, unfaithful to your beloved 
fon, and unfaithful to God. I 
fhould by no means wifh to place 
any perfon in fuch an uncomforta- 
ble ftate, and I prefume you will 
blame yourfelf when you refle& 
upon your conduét. 

You cannot be ink nhible, fir, 
that we incur great guilt in tempt- 
ing others to fin or to neglect duty. 
Itis therefore worthy your ferious 





confideration, that you tempted 
your minifter to omit what both 
he and yourfelf knew to be an in- 
difpenfible duty. You endeavored 
to perfuade him to be unfaithful. 
Your want of fuccefs can be no 
confolation to your mind, fince it 
was your hearty defire to fucceed, 
and you would have rejoiced in it. 
Due attention to this idea will 
furely prevent you from doing the 
like again in fimilar circumftances. 

I obferved that the attendants of 
your fick friend would frequently 
inquire of him about his feelings 5 
whether he was in pain, or thirity, 
and wifhed for drink or medicine ; 
in what pofture he would fit, and 
how he would lic. Thefe quef- 
tions he anfwered correétly, and 
often inquired concerning the af- 
fairs of the family and bufinefs of 
the farm. Wherefore the men- 
tion of death and religion was not 
omitted becaufe he was unable to 
difcourfe or could not endure 
converfation. But could it be, 
fir, that you thought religion un- 
important ? You believe there is a 
holy and juft God ; that the foul 
is immortal and finful ; that there 
is a Saviour provided for fuch as 
tru(t in his merits, and that all 
who rejeét him by unbelief muft 
perifh. With thefe ideas upon 
your mind, how could you refrain 
from inquiring after the itate of his 
foul, and exhorting him to repent- 
ance? And efpecially how could 
you refufe the paftor this liberty ? 
You withed your friend to recover ; 
and did you not with his foul to be 
faved ? ‘The inamortal part is infi- 
nitely the moft valuable, and 
therefore the greateft care fhould 
be taken of it. We have reafon 
to believe that feafonable and fuit- 
able converfaticn with the fick, up- 
on fubjecs of religion has, in 
fome cafes, been a mean of exci- 
ting the attention, enlightening the 
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mind, and converting the foulto| caufe. And fuppofing it were; 
the truth. If there has bcen but | is not the life df the fow ef more 
one inftance of the kind, the fal-} worth than the'life of the body. 
vation of the foul is fuch an impor- | Allowing that we deftroy one 
tant object, that we fhould be jaf- chance in ten for the recovery of 
tified inmaking it an univerfal prac- | our friend by converfing with him 
tice to converfe with the fick up-| upon religion and by this means 
on the things of the gofpel. And | create one chance im a thoufand 
we have alfo reafon to fear that | for his falvation, we fhould be wife 
many have died fenfelefs and ftu- | in doing it. For the foul is not 
pid who might have been greatly only immortal, but capable ef the 
profited by religious difcourle. If} fublimeft happinefs and the mof 
one foul has perifhed through fuch | exquifite mifery, as durable as the 
neglect, it is afvificient reafon why | foul itfelf 

ferious converfation with the fick It is likewife to be remembered, 
fhould never be omitted. ‘lo hide | that the phyficians who attended 
from them their danger, and let | upon your fon were unfriendly to 
them go out of the world chought- | religion. We are not therefore to 
lefs and fecure, without once cal-; be furprifed that they cautioned 
Jing their attention to the things of; you againft fpeaking to him 
religion, is aéting a moft unfriend-| upon religious fubjeéts. They 

| 





Jy and crue] part. ‘T'liis part you | wihed to hear nothing about reli- 
was acting, fir, with refpect to! gionand fee nothing of it in their 
your fon, when you maelc the re- | patient. 
queft to your minifter we noticed I obferved that I admired the 
above. If any human meafures | anfwer of the minifter to your re- 
would probably prevent his repent- | queft. I repeat it. For I think 
ance and falvation, and render his | he manifefted a fuitable concern for 
deftruétion certain, you doubtlefs | the beft good of your child, and 
adopted them in what you did. | felt his accountability to God how 
You was far from doing a friendly | he difcharged the duties of his of- 
office to your child. You feemed | fice. And I would now put the 
to {trip yourfelf of all parental ten- | queftion to your own confcience, 
dernefs and your conduct was like | Sir ; How could he have anfwered 
that of an encmy. it to himfelf, to his divine mafter 
Perhaps, you will fay, in excufe | and to your fon, if he had negleé- 
for yourfelf, that the phyficians | ed to call his attention to the things 
urged the necefiity of perfect fi- | of his peace ? Confidering his place 
Jence upon the fubje&s of death | and bufinefs, would not fuch an 
and religion, in order for a favora- | omiflion of duty be an implicit dec- 
ble operation of medicine. But, | laration tothe dying man that he 
be ferious, fir ; is there one in- | was going to reft, however unfit 
ftance to a thoufand, in which we | for the kingdom of heaven?. Il am 
have reafon to believe that a fick | perfuaded, Sir, that if you will 
man’s recovery is prevented by cal- | {peak the language, not of your 
hing his attention to the truths of | heart, but of your confcience, you 
the gofpel ? I have vifited many | will join with me in this fentiment, 
people in their ficknefs and never | that it is the indifpenfible duty of 
have met with an inftance, in | minifters to ufe their exertions to 
which the efficacy of medicine | awaken the ftupid finner, on his 
was thought to be injured by this death ved, and fummon_ his atten- 
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tion to the eternal concerns of his 
foul. The word fpoken, may be 
a word in feafon which God may 
pleafe to fet home upon the heart. 
However you may affeét to defpife 
the idea of vital piety, and the dan- 
ger of impenitent finners, you mult 
know, if ever you have read your 
bible, that aman cannot be faved 
unlefs born of the fpirit of God. 
A moral change is neceffary in ev- 
ery natural man to fit him for heav- 
en. And thischange you and I 
muft experience or we both {hall 
perifh ; yes, fir, perifh forever. 

I had the unhappinefs to notice, 
that the prayer of your minifter 
was no lefs difpleafing to you than 
his converfation. He prayed that 
the fick might have grace to exer- 
. cife patience, refignation, fubmif- 
fion, repentance and faith. You 
thought fuch a prayer was difcour- 
aging and that he ought to have 
comforted your fon by praying that 
he might continue to exercife thefe 
graces. 

But have you not here alfo char- 
ged your minifter foolifhly. You 
muft acknowledge that your fon 
gave no fpecial evidence that he 
wasagood man. We will fuppefe 
he was not; which I fear was the 
cafe. If the clergyman had taken 
it for granted in his prayer that he 
was a faint would not your fon have 
concluded with himfelf, I will 
calm my anxious mind and difmifs 
nly concernssand enquiries ; for 
the minifter acknowledges that I 
am fit for heaven with my prefent 
feelings, viewsand charaéter. This 
is the foundation of his peace. 
With this hope he leaves the world. 
But dreadful to relate ! His hope 
perifheth. In the light of eternity 
he difcovers his fatal deception. 
His minifter deceived him. In- 
{tead of faving he has ruined his 
foul for eternity. Let me here afk 
you a queftion; Ia this cafe, would 


- 





Remarks on Lfaiah xMi. 19, 20. $35 


Py] 


not the blood of your fon be juftl 
required at the hand of the fpiritual 
watchman? The dying finner is like 
the drowning man ; they both will 
catch at a ftraw to fave them. 
Theretore it is dangerous to give 
him thelea{tencouragement to hope 
without fufficient reafon. Confid- 
er that the fituation of your minif- 
ter is mo{t folemn and never com- 
plain of his faithfulnefs. But en- 
courage him in his labors and may 
they be effectual to your own falva- 
tion and that of your family ; which 
is the hearty defire and prayer of 
your affectionate friend 
SHAPHAN. 





An explanation of Ifaiah xiii. 19, 
20. In anfwer to the queftion 
in the Magazine, vol. 1. page 
319. : 

“ Who is blind, but my fer- 
vant ? Or deaf, as my meffenger 
that I fent? Who is blind as he 
that is perfect, and blind as the 
Lord’s fervant ? Seeing many 
things, but thou obferveft not ; 
opening the ears, but he heareth 
not.” 


O render an explanation of 

thefe verfes profitable, it will 
be neceffary juft to mention the 
leading particulars of the whole 
prophecy, in the chapter. From 
the firft to the tenth verfe the pro- 
phet has defcribed the office of the 
Meffiah, and God’s promife to pre- 
ferve him, and give him “ For a 
covenant of the people, for a light 
of the Gentiles ; to open the blind 
eyes”’ of all nations, and bring to 
an end the worfhip of graven ima- 
ges. From the tenth verfe to the 
end of the chapter he calls upon 
Jews and Gentiles to praife God, 
for this unfpeakable gift of his 
Son, mentioning in the 21ft verfe, 
God’s well-pleafcdnefs in his right- 
coufnefs, as an expiating facrifice 
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for fin, magnifying the law, 
through his obedience and fuffer- 
ings, and making it honorable for 
jultice to pardon the penitent be- 
liever. Thus, the prophecy ref- 
pects rift, the office character of 
the preat Redeemet ; and 2dly, 
the obligations of gratitude, a fin- 
ful world owe to God for fuch an 
unfpeakable gift-—In the 16th and 
17th verfes the prophet foretold 
the fhame of the Gentile nations 
for their idolatry, and their con- 
Werfion to chrittianity after this 
anifeftation of Chrift, in the 
flefh. * And I will bring the blind 
by a way that they knew not,” &c. 
That is, Iwill bring the long-blind- 
ed Gentiles by a way that they 
knew not, and make them a pecul- 
iar people of God, trufting in the 
Redeemer. * They fhall be turn- 
ed back, they fhal! be greatly afha- 
med, that truft in graven images, 
that fay to to the molten images, ye 
are our Gods.’ __He then in the 
18th verfe calls upon them thus 
to hear and examine the evidence 
of the gofpel,—* Hear ye deaf; 
and look ye blind, that ye may 
fee ;” and takes it for granted, 
that, when thus divinely privileged, 
they would believe on the Lord 
Jefus. He then, by way of con- 
traft, in the 1gth and 2oth verfes 
turns from a defcription of the 
Gentiles to a defcription of the 
Jewihh nation, foretelling their 
hardened obflinacy, their unbelief, 
and their natioxal rejection of 
Chrift. * Who is blind, but my 
fervant 2?’ Anfwer, who is blind, 
but my fervant Jacob—but the 
{eed of Ifrael ? That fervant {tands 
here for Jacob, and therefore for 
the whole Jewifh nation, appears 
from the prophetic application of 
it, Ifaiah xliv. 1. ** Yet now hear, 
O Jacob, my fervant, and Ifrael 
whom I have chofen.’”? And Hfai. 
xliv. 2. * Or deaf, as my mef- 
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fenger that I fent?’—Anf. Or 
deat, as the high prieft of the or- 
ler of Aaron and the whole Jew- 
ifh priefthood, my meffenper that 
I fent to explain the law of Mofes, 
and to explain the prophecies, to 
my chofen nation, refpeéting the 
coming and kingdom of Meffiah ? 
Who ts blind as he that is_per- 
feét, and blind as the Lord’s fer- 
vant ?’——-Anf. Who is blind as 
the Jewith priefthood, who pro- 
felsto have a perfect underftand- 
ing of the nature and ends of the 
moral and ceremonial laws, and of 
allthe prophecies refpecting Mefi- 
ah 3 and blind, as thefe fervants of 
the Lord, who, as blind guides, 
inftead of conducting the people, 
to whom they are fent, to the ac- 
knowledgment of Mefliah, fhalt 
by a ftrange, blind zeal, harden 
them in unbelief, andin the rejec- 
tion of him ?—*¢ Seeing man 
things, but thon obferveft not ;”?— 
Anf. Seeing along feries of Mef- 
fiah’s miracles, in healing, by a 
word or a touch, difeafes, which 
had for years baffled ail human 
fill—in opening blind eyes and 
deafears—in feeding thoufands— 


'in cafting out devils and raifing 





the dead, from which aftonifhing 
and fupernatural evidence, thou 
ougliteft, as the Lord’s fervant to 
have proclaimed Jefus to the pe- 
ple, the real Meffiah ; but, as if 
totally blind, thou obfervett not 
the amazing proof, but wickedly 
afcribeft it to the agency of the 
devil. Opening the ears, but 
he heareth not.”—Anf. Often 
going to hear him preach, and afk- 
ing figns of his divine mifhion, as 
if willing to be convinced ; but at 
the fame time, paying no regard 
either to the purity and heaverly 
nature of the doétrines he taught, 
or the irrefragable arguments he 
adduced in proof of his divini- 
ty.—-How defcriptive this prophe- 





1802.] Letters from Fidelia. $37 


cy of the real character of the Jew- 
ifh nation, at the time of Chrift’s 
manifeftation in the flefh! What 
ople were ever fo {trangely 
Pied, as the Jews, under all the 
means of knowledge they enjoy- 
ed? How attonifhingly blind their 
Scribes and Pharifees, and chief 
priefts, both to the real character 
of Chrift, and to the abundant ev- 
idence he gave them of his mifhion 
from heaven! How amply were 
all the particulars of this prophe- 
cy fulfilled in their conduét !— 
Chrift pointedly ftiled them blind 
guides, re to this prophet- 
ic defcription, Mat. xxiii. 16, 17. 
“Woe unto you, ye blind guides! 
Who fay, whofoever fhall fwear 
by the temple, it is nothing: but 
whofoever fhall {wear by the gold 
of the temple, he is a debtor. Ye 
fools and blind” &c. And verfe 
24th, ‘* Ye blind guides, which 
{train at a gnat and {wallow a cam- 
el.” And he appealed to this, and 
to other prophecies of Ifaiah, in 
defcribing their national character 
and rejection of him. Mat. xiii. 
14, 15. * And in them is fulfilled 
the prophecy of Efaias, which 
faith, by hearing ye fhall hear, 
and fhal! not underftand: and fee- 
ing ye fhall fee, and fhall not per- 
ceive. For this people’s heart 
is waxed grofs, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes they 
have clofed ; left at any time they 
fhould fee with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and fhould 
underftand with their heart, and 
fhould be converted, and I fhould 
heal them.” A. B. 





To tHe Eptrors or tHe Con- 


NECTICUT EVANGELICAL MaG- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
OBSERVING that copies of 
letters on religious fubje@s written 
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by females as well as others, are 
inferted in your Magazine, and pe- 
rufed with entertainment and in- 
ftruction by your pious readers—I 
take the liberty of tranfmitting you 
extracts of three letters. They 
were written by a young lady, then 
living in Conneéticut, foon after 
fhe had firft experienced the com- 
forts of religion, to her mother in 
another town. ‘The accompany- 
ing influences of the Spirit of grace 
gave them effeét, in her awakening 
and hopeful converfion. They 
are copied almoft literally from the 
original, and the fignature only is 
fictitious. Should they be thought 
worthy of a place in your Maga- 
zine, you have liberty to infert 
them. 
LETTER I. 
January 17, 1799. 

HE tendernefs and love you 
T manifefted when I was with 
you laft, was very endearing. I 
with to be ever grateful for the 
blefing of fo good a parent ftill 
continued to me. Providence faw 
fit to deprive me of my father at 
an age too young ‘o realize the 
worth of a parent. This lofs I 
have long lamented, and alas! 
have often been fo wicked as to 
fecretly call in queftion the good- 
nefs of Providence in that particu- 
lar. But, for that, and all my 
other innumerable fins, I hope 
thro’ the merits of my Redeemer 
to be forgiven ;-if not, God will 
be glorified. I fecl, my dear 
Mother, that there is a fufficiency 
in Chritt for every finner, the great- 
eft as well as the leaft; and it-is 
intirely free, for every one that 
will come fhall find mercy. I be- 
lieve that all who perifh, will find 
it was wholly owing to the obftina- 
cy of their wills. We know, that 
by nature, the heart is votally de- 
praved, and eatircly oppofed to all 
‘ 






















































































good. We are not willing that 
God fhould be on the throne, and 
have the power of cafting off one, 
andfaving another. Butis it not 
juft for God to do as he feeth fit 
with hisown ? We know he is in- 
finitely wife as well as good, and 
therefore, that he hath adopted 
that plan which will beft promote 
his own glory, and the greateft 
good of the univerfe. How un- 
reafonable is it then, that we finful, 
dependent creatures, fhould rife up 
and oppofe it. Had we but a 
proper fenfe of what awfully wick- 
ed hearts we carry in our bofoms 
from day to day, I believe we 
fhould tremble and enjoy no peace 
till they were created anew by the 
fovereign grace of God. It is 
owing to /overeign grace that one 
foul is faved—it mult be fovereign, 
or it is no grace atall. We cer- 
tainly do not deferve mercy—we 
have torteited all favor, and there- 
fore have no imaginable chim. I 
feel, dear Mother, an ardent defire 
for the falvation of your foul and of 
the fouls of my brothers and filters, 
and of ail my fellow creatures if 
confittent with the will of God, 
whether I fhare in his mercy or 
not. If he finally cat me off, he 
will do me no ijuitice 

That we mght fee the finfulnefs 
of rejeccing Chriit, and be brought 
cheerfully to yield, and fubmit 
ourfelves to him, lay down all op- 
pofition, and make it our chief 
motive to promote his intcreft—and 
that the dread of offending an ho- 
ly God, might keep us ever watch- 
ful and prayerful, is the daily pray- 
er, of your affectionate daughter. 


FIDELIA. 


LETTER II. 
February 23, 1799. 
Dear Moruer, 
HEN I hear and fee the 
wonderful difplays of 
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God’s fovereign power and free 
grace, in this and the adjacent 
towns, I cannot but feel an earneft 
defire that the people in the 
place of my nativity may be remem. 
bered in the like manner. Their 
fouls, however, in the view of an 
impartial Being, are no more pre- 
cious nor worthy than the fouls of 
others: But on our partial, felfith 
minds, our friends and relatives 
ufually lie with the greateft weight. 
I am anxious to know your views 
and profpects of futurity. Our 
friends here conjeéture you have 
obtained a hope, and enjoy the 
comfort of religion. I with it 
might be true., I fhould rejoice to 
hear it of youall. Perhaps, I am 
not qualified to judge, but to me 
it really appears that in contempla- 
ting the perfections of Deity, the 
glorious character of the Redeem- 
er, and in tracing out the beauties 
of the divine law, there is more 
folid fatisfaQion to be enjoyed in 
one hour, than in a thoufand years 
of fenfual gratification, were it 
pofible to live fo long. 

I am fometimes filled with fear- 
ful apprehenfions that I am decei- 
ving myfelf, and building on a foun- 
dation that will not ftand at the 
dread tribunal ; but I have at dif- 
ferent times, and for feveral days 
pa(t, felt that witnefs within me, 
which ferves toconfirmandettablith 
my faith, giving that delight and 
fatisfaction which far furpafs all I 
have ever before enjoyed. I think 
I can truly fay that my chief com- 
fort lies in this, that there is fuch 
a perfect and glorious being upon 
the throne who will difpofe of all 
things for his own glory, and the 
beft pood of the univerfe. I firm- 
ly believe that he is no refpecter of 
perfons—that he willbeftow mercy 
on all who fincerely defire it, and 
can do no injultice to any of his 
creatures. I think the gth chap- 
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ter to the Romans may convince | dedicate ourfelves, and all we have 
any one that God hath power, and | to the fervice of Satan ; telling 
an abfolute right to do as he will | him if he will live with us, we 
with his own ; andthe longer we | will never make a prayer, nor o- 
difpute it, the greater will be our | bey one of God’s commands.” 
condemnation. The moft advifea- | How fhocking the thought! Yet, 
ble, moft rational, and only fafe | I believe it is too true. 
way then for us, is to fubmit— My kind love to all the chil- 
give God the throne, and yield a | dren. Teil them that thofe truths 
cheerful compliance with his re- | which they fo often hear from the 
quirements. His law is holy, juft | pulpit and read in the bible, are 
and good, and his fervice is a rea- | eternal realities, and it is infinite- 
fonable fervice.—What monitrous | ly importantthat we attend to them 
wickednefs then is itto {tand quar- | now before the harvelt is paft, and 
relling and cavilling with our Ma- | it be forever too late. 
ker and Preferver ! I am aftonith- | 
ed when I reflect how long I have | 
! 





Your affectionate daughter, 


been contending with God who FIDELIA. 
fhould have the throne, that he 
fhould fuffcr me to live ; efpecially 
in a day when he is manifeiting his 
glory and power in the falvation of | LETTER III. 
finners. My mind, this afternoon, | 

has been deeply affected with a 
fenfe of the vile part I have aéted | 
towards the Saviour of the world ; | 
when I confider how he left his | I SIT down to write you with 
heavenly abode, came down to | an anxious, aching heart. 
earth, afflumed human nature, faf- | What fhall I fay? If we are yet 
fered with patience every infult de- | in a ftate of fin and death, there 
praved nature could infli&, and | is no created being can afford any 
even an agonizing death, to glori- | confolation. But we are called 
fy the Father, and honor that | upon with the moft endearing in- 
Jaw, by which we were juftly con- | vitations to look up to Him who 
demned, the penalty of which | made us—who has a jult right to 
would, otherwife, have been in- | difpofe of us according to his own 
flicted on all the human race ; but | eternal purpofe, and who hath 
now thro’ his merits, falvation is | gracioufly promifed that none who 
offered to all who will accept. | come, defiring to be filled, thall 
Upon thefe reflections, if our hearts _ be fent empty away. But if we 
are not filled with humility, love, | will not apply to Him—there is 
gratitude and admiration, great, | no alternative—-we muft perifh. 
indeed, muft be our ftupidity. | Dear Mother, my heart bleeds for 
Mr. B. ina fermon, the other | you. The critical fituation in 
day, made this ftriking obferva- | which I left you, lies with great 
tion, that “ God made us and | weight on my mind. I recollect 
every thing we poflefs, gives us life, | whea, in much the fame fituation 
health and ftrength to enjoy the | that you now are, Mr. G re- 
bleflings he is conftantly beftowing | marked to me that it was certain 
upon us ; but inftead of making | death to go back, and death to 
bim fuitable returns, we go and ' ftand where I was, and I could 





March 9, 1799. 


My pear Moruer, 
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no more than die, if I yielded, 
and refigned myfelf up. We are 
in the hands. of God, and ever 
fhall be ; but the great affair is to 
be willing to have it fo. God will 
accept of none but thofe who come 
voluntarily. If he fhould, how 
much would his glorious charac- 
ter fink in our efteem. How can 
we be fo unwilling to put our truft 
in Him, who is the fountain and 
fource of all happinefs? We know 
that to be feparated from him im- 
plies perfect mifery. Arguing then 
from reafon only, why are we not 
prevailed upon, to try the experi- 
ment of unconditional fubmiflion ? 
It certainly cannot alter our fitua- 
tion for the worfe, and poflibly 
may lay a foundation for our eter- 
nal happinefs. What advantage 
can arife from cavilling, and telling 
God that He made our hearts— 
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fubmit and become reconciled upon 
his terms, your cafe will be defpe- 
rate, and the confequences, to you, 
moft dreadful. You told me, 
Madam, that you have now be- 
come fo old, and grown fo hard- 
ened in fin, that there is no ho 

for you. This I boldly pronounce 
an artifice of Satan, defigned to 
difcourage and prevent your exer- 
tions. How many are called in 
at the eleventh hour! You have 
no reafon to be difcouraged. In 
this world of hope, itis unreafon- 
able, it is wicked to defpair of 
mercy, becaufe we are too old or 
too wicked to be forgiven. On 
the contrary, if you are arrived to 
the eleventh hour, there is the 
more need of greater exertion, 
and {peedy application to the mer- 
cy of God. I wifh, Madam, to 
have you try with all your might— 





they are fuch as they are, and we 
can’t change them ? Surely, fince 
we have fuch wicked hearts, and 
are inexcufable too, it is our wif- 
dom to ufe every poffible mean to 
fearch and find them out, and be- 
come thoroughly acquainted with 
their internal pollution—for unlefs 
we fenfibly fee] ourfelves fick, we 
cannot feel the want of a phyfi- 
cian. As it sefpeéts our crimi- 
nality, the enquiry whence our 
wicked hearts are ultimately deri- 
ved, is perfectly idle. It matters 
not who made them—while we 
know that we poffefs them—that 
we exercife them, and that thcy 
are totally depraved, and we never 
ean enjoy a good confcience—nev- 
er can be happy, until they are 
changed. | 7 

You have no earthly friend, 
however near, whocan help you. 
The controverfy is between God 
and your own foul ; and the change 
muft be on your part, not his :— 
He is unchangeable. He is per- 
fefily right; and if you canno' 





you muft try your own ftrength 
before you will be convinced that 
youcan donothing. O, my dear 
Mother, may you not reafonably 
| take courage in perfevering to feek 
after God,—now he hath come 
even into your own family. How 
much ought we to thank and praife 
Him, that he hath, as we hope, 
been pleafed to open the heart of 
Lydia, and bring her out of the 
horrible pit and miry clay.—Blef- 
fed be his holy name, for all the 
wonderful difplays of his mighty 
power and rich grace, in fubduing 
the proud hearts of guilty rebels. 

I can do no more than pray for 
you, nor can I do that, unlefs 
God give me an heart, which I 
hope he will grantfor the Redeem- 
er’s fake. Do give yourfelf up 
cheerfully, and you will find that 
peace which is inno other way to 
be found. ‘That this may be your 
happy cafe, is the daily prayer of 
your affectionate daughter, 





FIDELIA. 
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A Narrative on the fubje& of Mi/- 
fons ; and a ftatement of the 
Funds of the Miffionary Society 
of Connefficut, to the clofe of the 
year 1801. Addreffed by the 
Trufices of the Society to the 
Minifters and people of the State. 


(Continued from p. 317.) 


BOUT the firft of Decem- 

ber, the Rev. Feremiah 
Hallock returned from a mifhon of 
16 weeks to the northern counties 
of Vermont. He preached in be- 
tween 40 and 50 towns; afhfted 
in the formation of 2 churches ; 
baptized between 30 and 40, fome 
of them adults ; rode about 1000 
miles ; and preached on an ave- 
race 6 fermons a week, befides at- 
tending a number of conferences. 
He remarks: “ Chriftians are 
* found more or lefs in every place; 
‘and in general they appear to 
‘have frefh anointings. There 
‘are at prefent awakenings in as 
‘ many as 1§ towns which I have 
‘vifited. Several others have had 
‘ revivals within two or three years 
‘pat, where the precious fruits 
‘ (till remain. And in a number 
* of other places there are hopeful 
‘ beginnings ; here and there one 
‘ under conviction and the people 
in general more ferious and atten- 
* tive to meetings. The gofpel cha- 
‘riotrolls, and the goings of the 
‘ moft mighty Lamb are evident in 
‘ many places in the northen part 
‘of Vermont. Things appear on 
‘ the reform ; religion feems to be 
‘taking root ; and the call for 
‘ mifionary labors is urgent and 
*extenfive. I fay for miffonary 
‘labors, becaufe the fituation of 
* many places is fuch at prefent, I 
€ fee no other way for them to have 
‘preaching. But if they can now 
‘have a little help, it is hoped 
‘ that by the blefling of God, they 
* will foon, in many places at leaft, 








‘have matters prepared to fettle 
‘ the gofpel, and be liberal contri- 
‘butors for its being fent to o- 
‘ thers ”” 

During the paft fummer and 
fall, the Rev. Job Swift perform- 
ed two miffons of 8 wecks each, 
tothe northweftern and northern 
parts of Vermont. Concerning 
his firft tour, he writes as follows; 
*‘ I preached once in the county 
‘of Bennington, 4 times in the 
‘ county of Rutland, and 39 times 
‘in the counties of Addifon, Chit- 
‘ tenden, Franklin and Orleans. I 
‘attended frequent conferences, 
* and baptized two infants and one 
‘adult. I fhould have preached 
* oftener, but the latter part of the 
‘time people were extremely bu- 
‘fied in their harveft. I rode 
‘ about 800 miles. As I follow- 
‘ed Mr. Bufhnell in moft of the 
‘towns I paffed, except in the 
‘county of Orleans, there was 
‘ but feldom occafion to adminifter 
* the ordinances ; as he had, buta 
‘ fhort time before, adminiftered 
‘in all or moft of the churches 
‘that were formed on the field 
‘of mifhonary labors. In the 
‘county of Orleans, the fettle- 
‘ments are new. and no congre- 
‘ gational church formed ; nor did 
‘the people think in any town 
‘ which I vifited, that there was 
‘a fufficient number of perfons 
‘ qualified to form a church. I 
‘ think the encouragement for mif- 
‘ fionary labors great. God feems 
‘ gracioufly to have owned the mif- 
‘fionaries as inftruments in the 
‘ converfion of finners, in the ef: 
‘ tablifhment of worfhip in many 
‘ towns, the formation of churches, 
‘ and their edification and increafe. 
‘It is obferved by people, that 
‘ there is, in fome towns efpecially, 
‘ by their influence a reformation 
‘as to the obfervance of the fab- 
‘ bath, and other moral and Chrif- 
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*tian duties. I truft the blefling 
“ of many ready to perifh has come 
fonthe ftate of Conncéticut, for 
‘their liberality to promote fo 
* good a defign.”” 

In his other tour, Mr. Sevsft 
preached about 50 times, in 23 
different towns ; attended a great 
number of conferences, admitted 
feveral members into churches ; 
adminiftered the Lord’s fupper 5 
times ; baptized 18 children and 
adults ; and fpent much time in 
converfing on experimental reli- 
gion with people who were fubjedts 
of the awakening in towns where 
there was a revival of religion. 
In his letter to the Truftees, ac- 
companying his diary, he obierves: 
“T have notnow confined myfelf to 
* the newelt fettlements, but have 
‘ labored principally in and about 
‘the towns where there are ap- 
* pearances of religious revivals ; 
* as here appeared to be the great- 
eft call for miffionary labors. I 
‘ can inform you, for your comfort 
and joy, and that of all concern- 
ed in the bufinefs of miffons, 
that the work of God is prevail- 
ing and fpreading where you 
have fent miflionaries. Numbers 
were called in the courfe of the 
fummer, and the work appears 
to be fpreading into many towns. 
Had thole exertions been made 
‘years ago, I truft that many 
towns now broken would have 
been preferyed in fome degree in 
a {tate of union, and would prob- 
ably now have been in the en- 
€ joyment of {tated gofpc! admin- 
iftrations.”? | 

“* J have ever thought the plan 
of fending miffionaries into our 
new fettlements important, but 
it appears more fo new ; and I 
helieve it is attended with moft 
happy confcquences. Jt will like- 
ly have influence for ages. It 
will be matter of joy to all pious 
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‘ people to underftand the work 
‘ of God is evidently prevailing in 
‘ the counties of Addifon, Chitten- 
‘den and Franklin. Let this en- 
‘courage the godly to pray and 
‘ contribute to promote fo benevo- 
‘lent adefign. This is putting 
‘ into bags that wax not old.” 
The Rev. Fedidiah Bufbnell is 
ftill in the northern part of Ver- 
mont, or in the northern counties 
of New-York weft of Lake Cham- 
plain. He went to Vermont in 
February laft, intending to fpend 
a few weeks there and then pro- 
ceed to the wettern part of New- 
York itate ; but in confequence of 
a revival of religion in many towns 
in Vermont he judged himfelf cal- 
led in Providence to continue in 
that ftate. He has labored there 
through the fpring, fummer and 
autumn. He has not as yet tranf- 
mitted to the ‘Truftees a particular 
journal of his travels and labors ; 
but in a letter dated June 2, 1801, 
he gives the following general ac- 
count of his miflion to that time : 
“© When I arrived at Tinmouth, 
‘ I viewed myfelf upoa miffionary 
‘ ground, and tarried and preach- 
“ed one week. After this I vif- 
‘ ited anumber of the neighboring 
‘towns, particularly Middletown 
‘and Poultney, in both which 
‘ places there 1s a revival. ‘Then 
‘ I direéted my courfe north, vi- 
‘ fiting the towns as I paffed along 
‘until I came to New-Haven, 
‘ where I found an uncommon at- 
‘tention. Here I tarried a num- 
‘ ber of days, preaching, attending 
‘conferences and vifiting from 
‘“houfe to houfe. After this I 
‘went northeaft to the mountain 
‘towns; where there are many 
‘valuable people, and probably 
‘ they have been too much negleét- 
‘ed by miffionaries. Some fin- 
‘ners heard the gofpel with tears 
‘in their eyes. ‘lhen I directed 











1802. | Narrative of Miffions. 


‘ my courfe down Onion river al- 
¢ moft to its mouth; then north 
‘ again vifiting moft of the towns 
‘between the lake and the green 
‘mountain. In feveral of thefe 
‘towns I found an increafing at- 
‘ tention.”’ 


In another letter, dated O&o- 
ber 17th, Mr. Bu/bnell writes as 
follows: ‘ The principal field of 
‘my labors this fummer has been 
‘between Middlebury and Cana- 
‘daline. I have vifited the moun- 
‘tain towns three times, and the 
‘iflands in lake Champlain once. 
‘In the beautiful range of country 
‘between Middlebury and Cana- 
‘da line, there is a divine work 
‘of God in many towns. Some 
‘ of the towns eaft of this range, 
‘upon the Green mountains, are 
* alfo highly favored. I have been 
‘treated kindly this mifion. The 
‘ other miflionaries fpeak the fame 
‘ language ; and the great body of 
‘ the people in this {tate feel grate- 
‘ful to the Miffionary Society of 
‘ Connecticut notwithftanding fome 
‘ few individuals may oppofe their 
‘benevolent defign and attempt to 
‘ridicule the whole bufinefs of 
‘ mifhons.”’ 


Thefe are all the mifhonaries 
that have been fent to Vermont 
the paft year, excepting the Rev. 
Solomon Morgan, who entered on 
a miflion to the northern part of 
the ftate about the 20th of De- 
cember. 

The Rev. Fofeph Badger re- 
turned the firft of the prefent 
month from a miflion of 14 months 
to New-Connetticut, during which 
time he went over the whole of 
that country and vifited every fet- 
tlement. A particular narrative 
of his labors and travels he has not 
vet tranf{mitted to the Trruftees. 
He is reappointed a miffionary to 
the fame fettlements and it is ex- 
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pected he will zo out again, withia 
a few weeks. 

The Rev. Ezckiel F. Chapman 
left Hartford the beginning of No- 
vember laft, to go to New-Con- 
necticut, there to labor as a mif- 
fionary, during the pleafure of the 
board of Trultees. No intelli- 
gence has been received from him. 
Previous to entering on his mif- 
fion, he was ordained to the work 
of the miniftry, particularly as an 
Evangelift, by the affociation of 
Tolland county, at the requelt of 
the board of Truftees; Mr. Chap- 
man being a licentiate of that affo- 
ciation. 

From the preceding account of 
miffions to the new fettlements, it 
will be feen that during the year 
1801, upwards of 220 weeks mif- 
fionary labor were performed.— 
The expenfe to the fociety for 
thefe mifhions is nearly 1400 dol- 
lars, which with 200 allowed to 
Mr. Bacon, and the charge for 
printing the narrative and fome 
other {mall charges for poftage and 
ftationary, makes the whole ex- 
penfe of the Society for the year 
about 1650 dollars.* 

The fervice performed this year 
is confiderabiy more than in any 
preceding year; the liberality of 
the good people of the {tate having 
been fuch as to enable the Truftees 
to employ a greater number of mif- 
fronaries. But altho much has 
been done in years paft, much yet 
remains to be done ; and it is ho- 
ped that the {tream of liberality will 


* Some perfons, inimical to the 
caufe of miiflions, have propagated a 
report, that much of the money con- 
tributed for the fupport of miflions has 


| been expended to pay the expenfes of 


the Truftees, &c. In contradi¢tion to 
this report, the Truitccs affure the 
public that no officer of the Society has 
ever demanded or received a fingle cent 
for his fervices or expenfes. 
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continue to flow, and to grow 
broader and deeper in its courfe. 
The field to be watered by this 
ftream is annually becoming more 
extenfive. The northern part of 
Vermont, the northern and weftern 
parts of New-York ftate and the 
northweftern part of Pennfylva- 
nia are rapidly fettling. New 
towns are continually forming, and 
filling up with inhabitants, chiefly 
from the New-England {tates ; and 
the tract of country thus fettling 
ismany hundred miles in extent. 
Many years muft elapfe, before 
the various obftacles to the regular 
eftablifhment of the gofpel, necef- 
farily attendant upon all new fet- 
tlements, will be fo far removed as 
to render it unneceflary to fend 
miffionaries to them ; or before it 
will ceafe to be the duty of a peo- 
ple, highly favored as the inhabi- 
tants of Conneéticut are, to con- 
tribute to fo important an objet. 
The judicious, fteady part of thofe 
new fettlers feel the importance of 
being aflilted in this refpectt. They 
aretherefore urgentin their requeits 
to be vilited by miflionaries ; and 
during the paft year the Truftees 
have rcccived many letters expref- 
fing gratitude for paft and earneftly 
foliciting future favors. 
fo be feen, from the ftatement of 
the funds of the fociety, that many 
towns and private individuals have 
expreffed their gratitude, not only 
by words, but by contributing, ac- 
cording to their ability, to further 
the benevolent defigns of the fo- 
ciety. 

It has been faid by fome of the 
enemies of the caufe of miffions, 
that the miflionaries {pend too 
much of their time in large towns 
where the inhabitants are fufficicnt- 
ly numerous and wealthy to fettle 
minifters. To this it is anfwered, 
that in many fuch towns, which 
have been feveral years fettling, the 
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It will al- | 
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| greater, part of the people from 
having been fo long unaccuftomed 
to religious worfhip, have become 
joofe in their fentiments and mor- 
als, and greatly need to be warned 
of their duty, that they may be 
induced to adopt meafures for the 
regular eftablifhment of the gofpel. 
Another field of miffions, daily 
becoming more extenfive, which 
mutt be highly interefting to the in- 
habitants of Conneéticut is the tract 
of country called New-Conneéticut. 
This is fettling principally by emi- 
| grants from thisiltate; bypeoplethe 
| moft of whom carry with them an 
| attachment to thofe religious infti- 
tutions with which Conneéticut has 

| been fo long and fo happily favored. 
| That this attachment fhouldbe con- 
tinued, and that fimilar in{titutions 
fhould be eftablifhed in that new 
country, as foon as may be, is high- 
| ly neceffary for the prefent and fu- 
| ture welfare of our children, breth- 
|ren and friends who have gone 
| from us to people the wildernefs. 
| One powerful mean for the ac- 
complifhment of this deftrable end; 
_ under the blefling of God, will be 
tofend good miflionaries to them 
| to inculcate their duty upon them. 
_—Another confideration which 
fhould induce the citizens of this 
ftate to contribute generoufly to 
this important object, is that it is 
in a fenfe but paying a debt they 
owe to thofe fettlers. Are not 
our children f{chooled, in part at 
leaft, by the avails of the purchafe 
money which has been paid for 
that land? And in what more 
fuitable way can we make compen- 
fation to the fettlers than by fur- 
nifhing them with the means of 
obtaining religious inftruction, un- 
til Providence fhall place them in 
a fituation to render our affiftance 
in this refpeét unneceffary ? Im- 
preffed with thefe ideas, the Truf- 
tees have determined to keep two 
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miffionaries thete for the prefent, 
and to add to this number as the 
fettlements increafe, provided the 
funds of the fociety fhall be found 
to be adequate. 

The Truftees feel tenderly af- 
fected towards the poor pagans on 
our borders, who are perifhing for 
lack of vifion. They with to dif- 
fufe among them the light of the 
gofpel, and thus to carry into ef- 
tect one important object for which 
the Miffionary Society was inftitu- 
ted. Asyet however they have 
not been able to devife a plan which 
promifed fuccefs. They are anx- 
ioufly waiting for the leadings of 
divine Providence to point out to 
them a way to convey to fome of 
the tribes the light of divine truth. 
They have given much attention to 
the fubject ; but the difficulty of ob- 
taining fuitable interpreters, with- 








out going to greater expenfe than | 


the funds of the Society will ad- 
mit of, is at prefent an infuperable 
bar in the way of fending miflion- 
aries to the Indians. ‘There is a 


profpect that this difficulty will foon 
be in part removed. The Rev. Da- | 
vid Bacon is at Detroit, where he 


has been fince the firft of May laft, 
learning the Chippeway language ; 
and while attending to this lan- 
guage, he is alfo aiding the gene- 


ral caufe of miflions, by preaching | 


at Detroit and the neighboring fet- 
tlements. He has likewife an op- 
portunity, in that place, of form- 
ing an acquaintance with many In- 
dian chiefs. Some of them have 
already given him encouragement, 
of affording him every afliftance in 
their power, when he fhall have ac- 
quired their language to fuch a de- 
gree as to be able to {peak to their 
nation. 

By a recent vote the Truftees 
have directed that Mr. Bacon and 
a young man attached to his fami- 
ly, who is learning the Indian lan- 
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guage, proceed on the opening of 
the {pring to fome fettlement of the 
Chippeway tribe, and that he make 
known to them as far as his imper- 
fee knowledge of the language will 
permit, the object of his mifhion 3 
that he acquaint himfelf with their 
circumf{tances, manners and cuf- 
toms ; that he deliver to them the 
talk compofed by the Truftees and 
receive their anfwer ; that he en- 
deavor to inftruét them in the firft 
principles of religion, and make 
report to the Board of his proceed 
ings and profpetts. 

Itis devoutly to be wifhed that 
God would make them inftruments, 
of leading many toa knowledge 
of himfelf, who are now worbhip- 
ping they know not what. 

The contributions laft {pring 
were much more liberal than they 
have ever been before. This 
fhows that the people of the ftate 
are becoming more and more fenfi- 
ble of the utility of the object for 
which their alms are folicited ; and 
it affords a pleafing profpect that as 
the demand for their charitable do- 
nations increafes, their hearts and 
hands will be opened to meet that 
demand. 

Of the balance now in the hands 
of the Treafurer, there is due to 
mifhonaries upwards of 650 dol- 
lars, anda much larger fum will 
be wanted before the contributions 
of next fpring will be paid into 
the Treafury. ‘This will greatly 
reduce the prefent balance. 

The Truftees think it advifeable 
to keep a confiderable fum on 
hand ; that if at any time there 
fhould be a call for an extraordi¢ 
nary number of miflionaries, they 
may have it in their power to fend 
them; and alfo, if any profpeét 
fhould prefent itfelf of doing fome- 
thing effectual among the Indians, 
that they may not lofe the opportu- 
nity for want of funds. When 
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therefore the people of the ftate 
confider that the field for miffiona- 
ry labor grows wider, that the call 
for miffionaries increafes, and that 
in our very extenfive weltern coun- 
try, which is yet to be fettled, 
new and {till more fpacious fields 
will be opening, it is hoped that 
inftead of diminifhing they will in- 
creafe their contributions the en- 
fuing fpring; and thus put it in 
the power of the Truftees, to 
comprehend a much larger circle 
than formerly, in their annual plan 
for miffions. 

Before clofing, the Truftees 
would turn the attention of the 
minifters and people of the ftate to 
that God who hath the hearts of 
all men at his difpofal, and who 
turneth them asthe rivers of water 
are turned. It is owing to his di- 
vine {miles that the exertions of 
the friends of miflions have been 
thus far fucceeded. All our mif- 
fionaries concur in reprefenting the 
inhabitants of the new fettlements 
as in general grateful for the exer- 
tions which are made on their be- 
half ; and in many inftances God 
has wonderfully bleffed the labors 
of his miflionary fervants. His 
fpirit has attended them: Sinners 
have been awakened and converted 
to God; and faints have been 
comforted and edified : The poor 
and deftitute have had the gofpel 
preached unto them: Churches 
have been formed in places which, 
but a fhort time fince, were a 
howling wildernefs: The defart 
and folitary place have been made 
to bud and bloffom as the rofe ; 
and to become vocal with the praif- 
es of Godand the Redeemer.— 
What a fatisfaction mutt it be to 
the pious and benevolent to reflect, 
that the little they have contribu- 
ted has, under the blefling of God, 
been the means of producing fuch 
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beneficial effets? And what a 
motive is this for continued and 
increafed benefaétions ? 

Let praife be given to God 
who hath thus gracioufly interpofed 
to build up the kingdom of his 
dear Son, and to proteét it when 
affailed by numerous foes. The 
enemies of religion are unremitting 
in their efforts to prevent its {pread. 
Atthe fame time, the friends of 
truth may confole themfelves with 
the refleétion that God will main- 
tain his own caufe. He has pledg- 
ed his faithfulnefs that the gates 
of hell fhall net prevail againtt it ; 
and, fupported by this promife, 
his people, inftead of defponding, 
fhould continually wreftle with 
him in prayer, and make thofe ex- 
ertions which the courfe of events, 
in divine providence, fhall point 
out as molt proper for continuing 
the gofpel where it is already en- 
joyed, and for propagating it where 
it is yet unknown. ‘The multipli- 
cation of miffionary focieties in Eu- 
rope and America, the zeal with 
which their members appear to be 
animated, and efpecially that fpir- 
it of prayer and fupplication which 
God has poured out upon fo many 
of his people afford the higheft 
encouragement to hope that he 
will greatly profper the mifhonary 
caufe. While therefore the friends 
of Chrift, in obedience to his com- 
mand, pray that his kingdom may 
come, and his will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; while it 
is their heart’s defire and prayer 
to God for their brethren that they 
may be faved, let them generoufly 
contribute of their earthly fubftance 
to accomplifh that object for which 
they pray. Then may they hope 
that their prayers and their alms 
will rife as an acceptable memorial 
before God ; and that he will re- 
ward their labors of love with a 
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rich inheritance in the heavenly 
world. 
Joun Treavwe tt, Chairman. 
Paffed by the Board of Truftees, 
January 7th 1802. 
Atteft 
Abel Fi:nt, Secretary. 





Note. A flatement of the funds 
of the Society for the year 1801, 
will be publifoed next month. 





London Miffionary Society. 
THE Editors have lately re- 


ceived from their correfpondents 
in London feveral numbers of the 
London Evangelical Magazine for 
the year 1801. They contain 
many things encouraging to the 
friends of religion and of miffions. 


Some extraéts from thefe will be | 


publifhed next month. The Edi- 
tors now prefent to their readers 
the fub{tance of a Report made to 
the London Mifhionary Society by 
the Dire€tors in May 1801. This 
will fhow the ftate of their mif- 
fionary eftablifhments to that time, 
and the objects which then occu- 
pied the attention of the Society. 


HE directors of the Miffion- 
ary Society, by the good 
hand of God upon them, have 
brought their labors to another an- 
nual termination ; and they now 
prefent a report of their proceed- 
ings, during the paft year, to the 
general meeting of the Society ; 
which, through the fame divine 
goodnefs, is again permitted to af- 
femble for the purpofe of confoli- 
dating the ftrength and renewing 
the exertions of this important in- 
{titution. 

The real ftate of the Society 
will be beft appreciated, when the 
directors fhall have detailed its va- 
rious concerns in the progrefs of 
this report. It is only neceflary 
in this place to obferve, that al- 
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though in the paft year no new 
mifhionary ftations have been form- 
ed to extend its operations, much 
intelligence has been received to 
animate its hopes and to guide its 
counfels ; and it may reafonably 
be expected, that the benefits of 
experience, which are on all occa- 
fions great, will be found peculiar- 
ly important and ufeful to the Mif- 
fionary Society. 

The directors will now proceed 
to give an account, in order, of 
the miffions eftablifhed, by this 
inftitution. 


Miffion at Otaheite. 


Since the Jaft annual meeting, 
letters have been received from 
our brethren at that ifland : they 


_ bring intelligence to the 1gth of 





January, 1800, and are peculiarly 
cheering, after the melancholy re- 
cital of the feparation of their breth- 
ren, which had been previoufly re- 
ceived, and the painful apprehen- 
fions for their fafety, which in con- 
fequence had been felt. If thefe 
preceding and feemingly calami- 
tous circumftances are excepted, 
the miflion to Otaheite prefents 
views of an hopeful and encou- 
raging nature. It has aflumed 
confiltency and order; it com- 
bines integrity of charaéter, forti- 
tude of mind, and fixednefs of re- 
folution, with a continued pro- 
greflion of effort, for the exalted 
purpofe of prefenting the doétrines 
of the blefled gofpel to the accep- 
tance of the perifhing Heathen, 
and of exhibiting an uncorrupt ex- 
ample of their tendencies and ef- 
feéts, in their own characters and 
conduct. 

The kind providence and the 
tender mercies of God have been 
remarkably experienced and warm- 
ly acknowledged by our brethren 
at Otaheite. The gloomy prof- 
peéts and painful trials which they 
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anticipated, when the feparation 
of the mifhion took place, of being 
plundered and difperfed among the 
Heathen, have been diffipated and 
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prevented ; and inftcad of thefe ca- 
calamities, “they enjoy good health | 


of body, peaceable habitations, and | 


unmolefted means of grace.”” When 
thefe circumftances are confidered, 
it will appear, that our reduced mif- 
fion at that ifland (at the date of 
the laft letters which have been 
received) enjoyed as many advan- 
tages as can be expected ina Hea- 


then land ; and gave as great prof- | 
pect of eftablifhment and fuccefs as | 
from their temporary refidence and | 
imperfect proficiency in the lan- | 


guage and habits of the people, 
can reafonably be cherifhed. 

The miflion that failed in the 
Royal Admiral, was prepared in 
circumftances of comparative dark- 
nefs and uncertainty. The direc- 


dence and wifdom in its equip- 
ment and deftination; and altho’ 
fome variation would doubtlefs 
have been made, if the laft dif- 
patches from Otaheite and Tonga- 
taboo had been previoufly received, 
yet they hope that neither the 
number, the condition, nor the 
equipment of the miflionaries will 
be found inconvenient, embarraff- 
ing, or ufelefs; and that, under 
the continued aufpices of the heav- 
enly Protector, they have, before 
this time, joined their brethren at 
Otaheite, to promote with redou- 
bled activity the work of God on 
that ifland, and to extend their 
exertions, ata fuitable opportunity, 
to other iflands in its vicinity. 

In February laft, the direétors 
received letters from the miffiona- 
ries in the Royal Admiral, dated 
at Rio Janeiro, 27th Auguflt 1800. 
So far, they had proceeded on their 
voyage ; and except the death of 
Mr. ‘Turner, Surgeon of the fhip, 
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and the temporary but fevere ill- 
nefs of fome of the miffionaries, 
in confequence of a malignant fe- 
ver among the convicts, no cir- 
cum{tances of moment or of forrow 
had occured to them. ‘Their jour- 
nal gives avery fatisfaétory account 
of the commendable and profitable 
manncr in which they employ 
their time : a great part of it ap- 
pears to be fpent in fuch exercifes 
of devotion and improvement, as 
efpecially regard their intended 
mifhionary fervices. 


Miffion to Tongataboo. 


Since the laft general meeting, 
three of the miflionaries who were 
left at that ifland, have returned 
to this country ; two have tarried 
at Port Jackfon ; one has chofen 
to remain at ‘Tongataboo (but in 


-fuch a ftate of mind and conduct 
as to afford no expcétation of any 
tors endeavored to act with pru- | 


benefit being derived from his con- 


tinuance there;) and the other 








‘ tyrs the feed of a future Church, 


three of our brethren have fallen 
victims to the inteftine commotions 
of the ifland, and the ferocious 
difpofitions of fome of its inhabi- 
tants. The directors have deeply 
and ferioufly examined the breth- 
ren who have returned home, on 
the fubjeét of their mifion. The 
refult has been, that they have to 
lament its unproduétivenefs, as well 
as its fatal and fanguinary termina- 
tion Still, however, they think 
that imprefhons favorable to the 
charaéters and the purpofes of 
our brethren, have been made up- 
on many of the natives of ‘Tonga- 
taboo, which in the event of ano- 
ther benevolent vifit being made 
to that ifland, may be found to 
have produced fome fruit, though 
of an inferior nature and of incon- 
fiderable growth, to his praife and 
clory, who has often feemed to 
make the blood of his beloved mar- 
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South African Miffion. 


The ftate of this miflon, when 
the preceding annual report was 
made to this fociety, afforded the 
direétors abundant matter for grat- 
itude, and admiration at the good- 
nefs of God, and at the zeal and 
devotednefs of the brethren who 
were then engaged init. Since 
that time the four brethren, who 
failed in May 1800, have arrived 
at the Cape, and have commenced 
their miffionary labors in its vicin- 
ity ; and three brethren from Hol- 
land, who took their paffage in 
January laft, have, it is hoped, 
reached the fame deftination. The 
miflion to that part of the Heathen 
world has been thus continually 
increafing in its {trength ; and the 
directors are happy to add, that 
the laft letters which have been re- 
received from thence, include a 
call for additional miffionaries to 
Jabor in a field of increafing ex- 
tent, and of encouraging expecta- 
tions. The fpark of mifhonary 
zeal which was wafted from this 
country to the Cape of Good 
Hope, appears to have been kin- 
dled into a flame in the bofom of 
our Chriftian friends at that ftation. 
Already it feems to have taken 
hold on the outfkirts of Satan’s 
kingdom ; and with the continued 
affiftance of its Almighty infpirer, 
it bids fair to fpread its holy ener- 
gies into fome of the recefles of 
the infernal empire. The Mif- 
fionary Society at the Cape, in 
Auguft 1800, had no lefs than 
1900 Heathen under their tuition, 
and fince that time, the number 
has confiderably increafed. Our 
venerable friend Dr. Vanderkemp, 
was, in December Jaft, ftill among 
the Caffrees. His trials appear to 
be great, his fafety precarious, 
his fituation lonely and cheerlefs, 
and his encouragement not fo great 
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as might be expeéted from his ex- 
emplary diligence and zeal. Still, 
however, this miflionary champion 
ftrenpthens himfelf in his God, and 
patiently waits for liberty to vifit 
his friends at the Cape; or for an 
opening in providence, that fome 
of the brethren may be fent to him. 
May deliverance and fuccefs be 
afforded to this valuable and dif- 
tinguifhed fervant of our Divine 
Matter ! 

The brethren Kicherer and 
Kramer, after having labored with 
acceptance and fuccefs in the coun- 
try of the Bofchemen, have agreed 
to go eight days journey toward 
the Great River, agreeably to an 
impreflive and often repeated invi- 
tation which they have received 
from near a thaufand Heathen of 
various tribes, who refide together; 
and who earneftly defire religious 
inftruction. The brethren An- 
derfon and Edwards are intended 
to refide among the Bofchemen, to 
carry on the work which has been 
fo propitioufly begun. Brothers 
Lingen and Read are at prefent in 
Waggonmakers Valley, aflifting 
the Rey. Mr. Van-Sulk, whofe 
minifiry is attended by about 300 
Heathen, among whom there are, 
it is faid, “‘ many {trong believers,” 
and many others on whem the 


| work of God appears favingly to 


be begun. Ata fuitable time thefe 
brethren are intended to affift Dr. 
Vanderkemp, in his labor among 
the Caffrees. Brother Tromp 
perfeveres, with moft commenda- 
ble zeal, to inftrué& both Heathens 
and Chriftians. The efforts of 
our miffionaries appear to be well 
fupported by the kindnefs and gen- 
erofity of the Chriltian friends at 
the Cape and its vicinity ; and the 
Dutch minifters at feveral of the 
fettlements, are laboring with dili- 
gence and fuccefs among their 
countrymen, and in the inftruction 








350 


of the furrounding flaves and Hot- 
tentots. With fuch encouraging 
profpects, and in corapliance with 
an earne(t requelt from the fociety 
at the Cape for additional miflion- 
aries, the direétors have determin- 
ed to accept of three German 
brethren, who have offered them- 
felves for the work of God in 
Africa ; who are well recommend- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Strache, of 
Hatfhaufen in Eaft Friefland, and 
who, at prefent, are receiving ap- 
propriate inflructions under the 
Rev. Mr. Jenicke, at Berlin. The 
directors were authorized by a re- 
folution of the laft general meet- 
ing, to * enlarge the miflions in 
Africa, and to eftablith fuch new 
ones as circumftances fhould ren- 
der expedient.”” “They have acted 
in the fpirit of this refolution, and 
truft, that the provifion of mifhon- 
aries which they have made will 
not be thought to exceed the ex- 
tent and importance of the work 
which the Providence of God 
appears to fet before this fociety, 
for its patronage and execution. 


Eaf-Indies. 


A letter, dated sth Augutt, 
1800, has lately been received 
from Mr. Forfyth, the fociety’s 
miffionary in India. At that time 
he was well in health ; had made 
confiderable proficiency in the lan- 
guage of the country, and was 
about to begin a fchool for the in- 
ftruétion of the children of the na- 
tives) Mr. Forfyth appears to 
poflefs a true mifhonary fpirit ; and 
he exhibits fidelity and difinterett- 
ednefs of charaéter and condué. 
The directors have long fince been 
authorized to increafe the mifion 
to that part of the world ; but cir- 
cumftances have occurred to fruf- 
trate their defires and intentions. 
It is an objet, however, which 
they think by far too important to 
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be forgotten or neglected ; they 
are, therefore, continuing their en. 
quiries and their correfpondence 
for the purpofe of obtaining fuita- 
ble perfons to afift Mr. Forfyth, 
orto labor in any preferable parts 
of India. 


Twillingate, in Newfoundland. 


Since the laft general mecting, 
two letters have been received 
from the Rev. Mr. Hillyard, 
who is ftationed at that place, un- 
der the patronage of this focicty. 
Mr. Hillyard’s account is_pleaf- 
ing, encouraging, and fatisfactory. 
He appears to labor with diligence 
in the work of his miniftry, in the 
inftruétion of youth, and in cate- 
chizing children. Having vifited 
fome of the adjacent iflands, he has 
recommended to the direétors, that 
another miffionary be fent from this 
Society, to preach the gofpel at 
Fogo, Bonaviita, and Green- 


Pond Ifland. This meafure has 


_ been maturely confidered ; and it 


has been refolved to comply with 
Mr. Hillyard’s recommendation, 
whenever a fuitable perfon fhall be 
accepted and qualified for the pro- 
pofed ftation. 


Miffion to Canada. 


The directors reported to the 
laft general meeting, that two mif- 
fionaries had been fent to Quebec, 
in compliance with feveral applica- 
tions which had been received 
from refpeable perfons united in 
Chriftian fociety at that city ; and 
which reprefented the province of 
Canada to be in a deplorable ftate, 
from the almoft total want of reli- 
gious inftitutions. Mr. Bentom 
and Mr. Mitchell, on their arri- 
val at Quebec, met with kind re- 
ception and fuitable encourage- 
ment ; and after preaching alter- 
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nately in a place hired for the pur- 
pofe, it was fettled, that Mr. Ben- 
tom fhould continue his labors 
there, and that Mr. Mitchell 
fhould proceed to Montreal, in 
profecution of fimilar fervices. 
By letters from Mr. Bentom, it 
appears that fome circumftances 
occurred which, for a time, feem- 
ed to prefent an obftacle to his con- 
tinued acceptance and ufefulnefs ; 
but his laft letter, dated 4th No- 
vember, 1800, is more fatisfacto- 
ry and encouraging, as it {tates that 
the hearers and fubfcribers at Que- 
bec are on the increafe, and that 
the caufe of God is patronized by 
fome very refpectable inhabitants. 
On account of the fubfcription 
which has been raifed for Mr. 
Bentom’s fupport, it is prefumed 
that his refidence at Quebec will 
occafion little or no expenfe to this 
fociety. 

The directors are forry to report, 
that Mr. Mitchell’s reception at 
Montreal was difcouraging ; and 
that, after having preached there 
about fix weeks, without meeting 
with any patronage or fupport, or 
profpeét of fuccefs, he thought it 
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Port Fackfon, New South Wales. 


The directors, perhaps, cannot 
ftrigtly include this fettlement 
among the number of thofe which 
are mifhionary {tations ; yet, as ma- 
ny of the mifhonaries returned 
thither from Otaheite and 'Tonga- 
taboo, and as fome of them con- 
tinue there to the prefent time, it 
is thought right to notice circum- 
{tances of fuch appropriatenefs in 
this report. The direétors feel 
fome fatisfaction in ftating, that the 
apparently calamitous providences 
which caft our brethren on the 
fhores of New South Wales, have 
not been wholly unimproved, by 
thofe of them who could engage 
in minifterial offices. Meffrs. Co- 
ver, Henry, and Haffell, have 
preached the gofpel in many dif- 
triéts of the colony; alternately 
with beclouded expeétations and 
fanguine hopes ; but Mr. Cover 
having fince arrived in England, 
and Mr. Henry having gone to 
Otaheite, it is feared that little, if 
any progrefs, has been made in 
conciliating the difpofitions and 
converting the fouls of the colo- 
nifts. 


This indeed appears to be a 
work of mighty enterprize ; for al- 
though no oppofition can refift the 
energies of Almighty power and 
grace, yet it becomes us to confid- 
er and to act upon the appropriate- 
nefs of human means ; and in this 
view the profligacy and impiety of 
the inhabitants of the colony are 
reprefented to be fo exceflive and 
enormous, as to require minifterial 
ardor, fortitude, and patience, of 
the very higheft kind and degree. 
If it fhould pleafe God to im- 
prefs upon the hearts of any of 
his fervantsthe duty and importance 
of undertaking a work of fuch pe- 
culiar difficulty, but affecting be- 
nevolence ; and it fhould appear 
that the Holy Spirit of God has 


his duty to leave that city. Mr. 
Mitchell, it appears, made inqui- 
ries refpeCting the Indians in the 
vicinity of Montreal, with a view 
of endeavoring to be ufeful among 
them ; but the information which 
he received was, on many accounts, 
fo unfavorable tofuch an underta- 
king, that he thought it prudent to 
decline it, and to avail himfelf of 
a defire which fome perfons, at 
the bay of Chaleurs, (about four 
hundred miles from Quebec) had 
exprefled, of having the benefits 
of a gofpel Miniftry. ‘The direc- 
tors fuppofe that Mr. Mitchell has 
proceeded to this fettlement ; and 
they hope he will prove faithful to 
his engagements, and fuccefsful in 
his labors. 
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endued them with fuitable gifts and 
graces, the direétors think, that 
the patronage of this fociety, to 
introduce them and to affift (if ne- 
ceffary) in fupporting them, would 
be legitimate and beneficial exer- 
tions. Such a miffion, in itfelf, 


muft be regarded as an object of 


great intereft, on account of the 
increafing ftate of the colony, and 
of the number of children that 
ftand in need of learning and Chrif- 
tian inftruétion ; befides which, it 
fhould be remembered, that in the 
event of a religious intereft being, 
by the Divine bleffing, eftablifhed 
and enlarged at Port Jackfon and 
the fettlements in its vicinity, our 
miffions in the South Seas may be 
vifited with comparative frequency 
and facility ; and be relieved, re- 
moved, fupported, or enlarged (as 
circumftances might require) with 
peculiar advantage. It is there- 
fore hoped, that thefe confidera- 
tions, on a fubject of manifeft im- 
pertance, will not be unimpreflive 
onthe minds of the prefent meet- 
ing, nor be unimproved in the de- 
liberations of future direétors. 
Atthe laft general meeting, two 
objécts of great importance and 
of clofe conneftion with the de- 
fions of this focicty and the gener- 
al interefts of religion, were com- 
mitted to the exccution of the di- 
rectors. They were authorized 
to take fuitable meafures for print- 
ing as large an editition of the Bi- 
ble, or of the New Teltament on- 
ly, in the French language, as 
fhould appear to them neceffary, 
with a preliminary differtation on 
the evidences of its divine infpira- 
tion for the purpofe of their being 
diftributed in France and Belgium, 
by eligible and efficacious means 
And they were alfo authorized t 
appropriate sool. per annum to 
the improvement of a certain num- 
ber of miffionaries of promifing tal- 
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ents and approved piety, by afford- 
ing them appropriate inftruétion for 
the {pace of two years previoufly to 
their actual entrance on mifhionary 
duty ; and to carry thefe meafures 
into effect conformably to the re- 
port made on this fubjeé to the 
faid general meeting. 

The directors have, fubfequent. 
ly, taken both of the above men- 
tioned objects into their confider- 
ation ; and are purfuing meafures 
to carry them into effeét. 

The directors have now conclu- 
ded a report of their operations du- 
ring the laft year, with refned to 
the miflions that had_previoufly 
been eftablithed by the fociety, and 
to fuch other objets as in their 
judgment are legitimate, benevo- 
lent and important. And they 
have prefented fuch a view of the 
intere{ts and cfforts of this inftitu- 
tion as they think is calculated to 
engage the attention, encourage 
the hopes, and animate the exer: 
tions, of every Chriftian, in behalf 
of a well-connected and greatly-en- 
larged work of God. 

Tocherifh and increafe a mif- 
fionary {pirit, by fuitable reprefen- 
tations of the pitiable {tate of Hea- 
then and unenlightened countries, 
andthe highly impreflive duty of 
holding forth to them the word of 
life and falvation ;—to employ with 
difcretion, wifdom, and energy, 
fuch means and miflionaries as the 
Providence of God fhall prefent 
to their patronage and fuperinten- 
dence ; and bya correfpondence 
with every part of the Chriftian 
world to difleminate miflionary 
knowledge, and to direct miffion- 
ary efforts ; thefe it ishoped, will 
be the continued objeéts of the 
Society’s folicitude, and of the 
Directors future labors. Of the 
benefits to be derived from an en- 
larged and attentively cultivated 
correfpondence with refpectable 
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individuals and Societies in foreign 
parts of the world, the Direéors 
think very highly. In the courfe 
of the paft year letters have been 
received from America, Holland, 
and various parts of Germany, 
which evince, that by the diffem- 
ination of miffionary intelligence, 
mifhonary zeal has been created 
and putin action. In America, 
feveral focieties have béen formed, 
and have commenced encouraging 
exertions for the purpofé of in- 
{tructing and converting the native 
Indians. In Holland and Get- 
many fimilar inftitutions have 
been eftablithed ; refpeftable and 
opulent individuals have offered 
their patronage and co-operation : 
this fociety has, in confequence,; 
been fupplied with fome valuable 
miflionarics 3; and at the prefent 
time fix citeemed and fuitably in- 
ftruéted mifhonaries are at Berlin, 


waiting the directors’ acceptance | 


of their offers to preach the gofpel 
among the Heathen nations in Af- 
rica. 


A mifhonary fociety, of great 


réfpectability and promifing afpeé, | 


has alfo lately been formed at Tain 
and Invernefs, in the northern ex- 
tremity of Scotland. 
Among other acceptable proofs 
of anincreafing zeal for the intro- 
duction of our Saviour’s kingdom 
among the Heathen, we notice, 


which has lately been formed by 


feveral pious and refpeétable clergy-. 


men, and other eminent members 
of the Church of England, for 
promoting that objeét. Thefe 
worthy characters being of opinion 
that their exertions as a feparate 
and diftinst fociety might be morte 
beneficial than by an union with 
ours, (which comprehends other 
denominations as well as members 
of the eftablifhment) have accor- 
dingly formed a mifhonary infti- 
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tution, whofe operations are inten- 
ded to be more efpecially dire&ted 
toward the continent of Afia and 
Africa ; our moft ardent prayers 
fhall be offered for a diftinguifhed 
benediction on their zealous en- 
deavors; and we truft we fhall 
have to unite our thankfulnefs and 
joy on account of their abundant 
fuccefs. The energies of Chrift- 
ians of every name are demanded 
in a field fo bounded in extent and 
important in its confequences ; and 
we indulge the hope that every 
minifter efpecially, who feels the 
immenfe importance of this caufe, 
will imprefs upon his congregation 
and connéeétion a proper attention 
to this fubjeét, that we may be fur- 
nifhed with an adequate fupply of 
faithful and devoted men, who are 


| defirous of introducing the gofpel 


among the Heathen nations, and 
poffefs the felf-denial, patience, 
and other qualifications which are 
requifite for fo ardent a work. 
From fuch a widely extended 
foundation of fubf{tantial knowl- 
edge and enlightened zeal, a fu- 
perftructure of eminent worth, of 
a durable nature, and of divine ef- 
ficiency, may reafonably be expec- 
ted; and no human means (than 
thofe juft mentioned) feem better 
calculated to bring about thag uni- 
verfal diffufion of piety and happi- 


| nefs, which being prediéted in “the 


with fatisfa@tion, the affociation | fure word of prophecy,” fhall cer- 


tainly be accomplifhed ;—‘* when 
‘“¢ the earth fhall be filled with the 
“knowledge of the glory of the 
“‘ Lord, as the waters cover the 
“6 fea,”’ 





Religious Intelligence. 
IMMEDIATELY on hear- 


ing of a revival of religion in Ken- 
tucky, fundry efforts were made to 


| obtain correét information, from 


thofe who had been eye witneffes 
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of thefcene. The folowing com- 
munications are the firft that have 
been received. They are given to 
the public, leaving all to judge for 
themfelves. Many will applaud, 
many will condemn—let him that 
judgeth do it in the fear of God, 





The following is an extra@ of a 
letter from the Rev. Archibald 
Alexander, Prefident of Hamp- 
den Sidney College in Virginia, 
to the Rev. Nathan Strong, 
Hartford. Mr. Alexander is a 
gentleman of eminent feience and 
judicious piety, and by his late 
tour through New-England, be- 


came pn and beloved by many 


of our Chriftian Readers. 
Prince Edward, Jan. 25, 1802. 


er a 


Rev. ann Dear Sir, 

I HAVE deferred writing 
until this time, that 1 might have 
itin my power to communicate 
fome authentic intelligence of the 
extraordinary revival. of religion 
which has latcly taken place in 


Religious Intelli; ences 





Kentucky. The inclofed letter 
Was written to me, by the Prefi- 
cent of Wahhington, Academy, i 
this itate ; who vifited) Kentucky 
for the very purpofe of examining. 
into the nature of the. remarkable 
religious appearances which'cxift- 
edthere. In this- inguiry: he; ob- 
tained complete. fatistaétion, and 
now entertains no doubt of iis be- 
ing a glorious. work of God, as 
you will fee by the contents of his. 
Jetter. Ifcarcely know a man on. 
whofe judement, in a matter of 
this kind, I could more corfident- 
Jy rclythan upon his. Poflefling 
a Clear, difcriminating mind, and 
rational piety, he was in as little 
danger of being deceived by delu- 
five appearances as any other per- 
fun with whom I am acquainted. 
You will however judge of the 


ae 





narrative for ycurfclf, and may 
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make what ufe of it, you think 
proper. 


I have fent it with a view 
to its publication in the Evanpelic- 
al Megazine, if the Editors think 
it would be ufeful to the public. 

In N. Carolina a revival attend- 
ed with fimilar appearances, has 
lately taken place, chicily amongit 
the prefbyterians. Lam not able 
to furnif, you with the names of 
the counties or congregations, but 
Lam informed it has extended over 
a tract of country about twenty 
miles fquare. The congregations 
are nearly as large, and inftances 
of falling down as common as in 
Kentucky. 

In this ftate, religious appear: 
ances are fomething better, than 
when I left it. As Chriflmas a 
number of minifters of different 
denominations, met together in 
the county of Bedford, to con- 
fult upon the beft meafures for uni- 
ting their efforts, in defence of 
Chriftianity againft the torrent of: 
vice and. infidelity which threaten- 
ed to overiiow the land. Their 
meeting was. remarkably harmoni- 
ous,—prejudice and party-fpitt 
feemed to have no place amonoft 
them, but with one accord they 
confented to a {cheme of friendly 
intercourfe, and general union. 
Whilft they were together many 
fermons were deliverca, and the 
effect was great—An uncommon 
awakening has taken place amenglt 
the people in that ncighborhood— 
and it is hoped a revival of true re- 
ligicn has commenccd. 


Wafhingion Academy, Fan. 9: 
1802. 


Rev. ann Dear. Sir, 

I NOW fit down, agreeably 
to my promife, to give you fome 
account of the late revival of reh- 
gion in the ftate of Kentucky. 
You have no doubt been informed 
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already refpeéting the Green-River ; felves in inging or rcligious con- 


and Cumberland revivals ‘I will 
iuft obferve, that the laft is the 
fourth fummer fince the revival 
commenced in thofe places, and 
that it has been. more remarkable 
than any of the preceding, not on- 
ly for lively and fervent devotion 
among Chriftians, but alfo for a- 
wakenings and converfions among 
the carelefs. And it is worthy of 
notice, that very few inftances of 
apoftacy have hitherto appeared. 
As Iwas net ia the Cumberland 
country myfelf, all I can fay -2bout 
it depends on the teftimony of 
others ; but I was uniformly told, 
by thofe who had been there, that 
thetr religious afemblics were-more 
folemn, and the appearance of the 
vork much greater, than what had 
been in Kentucky. Any enthtfi- 
altic fymptoms, which might at 
firft have attended the revival, «vere 
greatly fubfided, whilft the ferious 
concern and engagednefs oF the 
people were vifibly increafed. 

In the older fettlement of Ken- 
tucky, the revival made its firft 
appearance among the, prefbyteri- | 
ens laft  fpring. “The whole’ of | 
that country abont a year before | 
was remarkable for vice and difii- 


fo for me to défcribe. 





pation; and.f have teen credibly | 


informed, that a decided majority 
of the people svcre profeffed infi- 
dels. During the laft winter .ap- 
pearances were favorable among 
the aptifts, and great numbers 
were added to their churches.— 
Karly in the fpring, the miniftra- 
tions of the prefbyterian clergy 
began to be better attended than 
they had been for many years be- 
fore. Their worfhipping 
blies became more folemn, and the 
people after they were difmified 
fhewed a ftranee relu&tance about 
Jeaving the place. ‘They generally 
continued fome time in the meet- 
‘ng-houfes, and employed them- 


afiem- | 


| which God ‘had done 


verfation. Perhaps about the faft 
of May or the firft of Junc, the 
awakenings became general in fome 
congregations, and ipread through 
the country in every direction with 
amazing rapidity. I Icft. that coun- 
try about the firlt of November, 
at which time, this revival in con- 
nection with the one on Cumber- 
land had coyeréd the whole ftate 
of Kentucky, excepting a finall fet- 
tlement whith borders on the wa- 
ters of Green: River, in which no 
prefbyterian minifters are fettled, 


j and I believe.very few of any de- 
nomination. 


The power with which this ré- 


-vival has fpread, and its influence 


in moralizing the people, are diffi- 
cult for you to conceive, and more 
I had heard 
many accounts, and feen many let- 
ters refpefing it before I went to 
that country; but my expedta- 
tions, though greatly raifed, were 
auch below the reality of the 
work. ‘Fheir congregations, when 
engaged in wor hip, prefented 
feenes of -folemnity fuperior to 
what-I had ever feen before. And 
in private hoafes it was no uncom- 
mon thing to hear parents relate to 
ftrangers, the wonderful things 
in their 
nejzhborhoods, while a large fam- 


| ly of young people colledted round 


On nm: 


them would-be in tears. 


_ way to-Kentucky, I was informed 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





by fettlers on the road, that the 
character of ‘Kentucky travellers 
was entirely changed ; and that 
they were now as remarkable fot 
fobriety as they had formerly been 
for diffolutencfs and immorality. 
And indeed I found Kentucky, 
appearance, the mo{! moral tee 
Thad ever focn A profane eX- 
preflion was hardly ever heard. A 
religious awe feemed to } pervade the 
ountry: and fome dcittical char- 
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aéters had confeffed, that from 
whatever caufe the revival might 
proceed, it made the a better. 

Its influence was not lefs vifible 
in promoting a friendly temper 
among the people. Nothing could 
appear more amigable, than that 
undifflembled benevolence which 
governs the fubjeéts of this work. 
I have often wifhed, that the mere 
politician or the deift could obferve 
with impartiality their peaceful and 
amicable fpirit. He would cer- 
tainly fee, that nothing could equal 
the religion of Jefus for promoting 
even the temporal happinefs of fo- 
ciety. Some neighborhoods vifit- 
ed by the revival, were formerly 
Notorious for private animofities 
and contentions ; and many petty 
Jawfuits had commenced on that 
ground. When the parties in 
thefe quarrels were impreffed with 
religion, the firft thing was to fend 
for their antagonifts, and it was 
often very affecting to fee their 
meeting. They had both feen 
their faults, and both contended 
they ought to make the acknow- 
Jedgments, till at laft they were 
obliged to requeft one another, to 
forbear all mention of the paft, and 
to receive each other as friends 
and brothers for the future. Now, 
fir, let modern philofophifts talk 
of reforming the world by banifh- 
ing Chriftianity, and introducing 
their licentious fyftems ; the blef- 
fed gofpel of our God and Saviour 
is fhewing what it can do. 

Some circumftances have con- 
curred to diftinguifh the revival in 
Kentucky from almoft any other 
of which we have had any account. 
I mean the largenefs of their af- 
femblies on facramental occafions 
—the Jength of time they contin- 
ued on the ground, in the excrcife 
of public or private devotion—and 
the great numbers who have fallen 
down under religious impreffions. 
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On each of thefe particulars I thal] 
give you fome remarks. 

With refpect to the largenefs of 
their aflemblies. It is generally 
fuppofed that at many places, there 
were not jefs than eight, ten, or 
twelve thoufand people. At one 
place called Cane Ridge meeting. 
houfe, many are of opinion there 
were not lefs than twenty thoufand. 
There were an hundred and forty 
waggons which came loaded with 
people, befides other wheel-carria- 
ges: and fome perfons attended 
who had come the diftance of two 
hundred miles. The largenefs of 
thefe congregations was a confider- 
able inconvenience. ‘They were 
too numerous to be addreffed by 
any one fpeaker. Different min- 
ifters were obliged to officiate at 
the fame time at different ftands. 
This afforded an opportunity to 
thofe who were but flightly impref- 
fed with religion, to wander back- 
wards and forwards between the 
different places of worfhip, which 
created an appearance of confufioa 
and gave pround to fuch as were 
unfriendly to the work, to charge 
it with diforder. There was allo 
another caufe which conduced to 
the fame effect. About this time 
the people began to fall down in 
great numbers under ferious in- 
preflions. This was a new thing 
among Prefbyterians. It excited 
univerfal aftonifhment, and created 
a degree of curiofity which could 
not be reftrained. When people 
fell down even in the moft folema 
parts of divine fervice, thofe who 
{tood near were fo extremely anx- 
ious to fee how they were affected, 
that they frequently crouded about 
them in fuch a manner as to difturd 
the worfhip. But thefe caufes of 
diforder were fuonremoved. Dit 
ferent facraments were appointed 
on the fame febbath which divided 
the people ; and the falling dows 
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{oon became fo familiar as to excite 
no difturbance. J was in that 
country during the month of Oc- 
tober. I lt three facra- 
ments. ‘The number of people at 
each was fuppofed to be about four 
or five thoufand ; and every thing 
was condudted with {tri proprie- 
ty. Whenperfonsfell dowa, thofe 
who happened to be near took care 
of them, and every thing conunu- 
ed quiet till the worfhip was con- 
cluded. 

The length of time the people 
continued on the ground was an- 
other important circumitance of 
the Kentucky dria At Cane- 
Ridge the people met on Friday 
morning, and continued till Wed- 
nefday evening, night and day 
without intcrniflion, either in the 
public or private exercifes of de- 


votion ; and with fuch a degree of 


earneftnefs, that heavy fhowers of 
rain were not fufficient to difperfe 
them. On other facramental oc- 
cafions, they g cnerally continued 
on the oroundtill } Monday or Tuef- 
day evening. And had not the 
minifters been exhaufed and obli- 
ged toretire, or had they chofea 
to prolong the w orfsip, they might 
have kept the people any length of 
time they pleated. And. all this 
was or might have been douc in a 
counitv, where, not a tweive- 
month before, the clergy found it 
a dificult matter to detain the peo- 
ple during the common exereciies 
of the fabbath. The praftice of 
camping on the ground was intro- 
duced, partly by necefhity, and 
partly by inclination. The afem- 
blies were generally too large to 
be received by any common neivh- 
borhood. Every thing indced 
was done which hofpitality and 
brotherly kindnef: $ could do, to ac- 
commodate the people. Public 
and private houfes were both open- 
ed, and free invitations gives to all 





perfons who wifhed toretire. Fare 
mers gave up their meadows be- 
fore they were mown to fupply the 
horfes. But notwithitanding all 
this liberality, it would in many 
cafes have beea impofible to have 
accommodated the whole affembly 
with private lodgings. But befides, 
the people were unwilling to fuffer 
any in terruption in their “devotion, 
and they formed an attachment for 
the place, where they were con- 
tinvally feeing fo many carelefsfin- 
ners receiving their firit impreflions, 
and fo many deilts conftrained to 
call cn the formerly defpifed name 

f Jefus. They conceived a fen- 
timent Jike what Jacob felt at Be- 
thel, when he faid, ‘ Surely the 
Lord is in this place—this is none 
other but the houfe of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven.” 

The number of perfons who 
have fallen down under ferious im- 
prefhons in this revival, is another 
matter worthy of attention. And 
on this I fhall be the more partic- 
ular, as it feoms to be the princi- 
pal caufe, why this work thould be 
more fufpeded of enthufiafm, than 
fome other revivals. At Cane- 
Ridge facrament (the place men- 
tioned above) it is generally fuppo- 
fed, that not lefs thar one thoufand 
perfons fell proftrare to the cround, 
andamong them were manyinfidels. 
At one feeramca t which I attend- 
ed in that country, the number that 
fell was thought to be upwards of 
thee hundred. Perfons who fall 
are generally fuch as have mani- 
felted fymptoms of the deepelt 1 im- 
preions rill fom? time previous to 
that event. It is common to fee 
them fhed tears pleatifully for a- 
bout an hour. ran sdiatcly be- 
fore they become totally powerlefs, 
they are ieized with a general tre- 
mor; and fometimes though not 
frequently, in the moment of fall- 
ing they utter one or tw9 piercing 


tong 
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fhrieks. Perfons in this ftate are 
affeéted in many dificrent degrees. 
Sometimes when unable to ttand 
or fit, they have the ufe of their 
hands and can converfe with per- 
fe& compofure. In other cafes 
they are unable to fpeak, their 
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pulfe g grows weak, and they draw | 


a hard breath about once a minute. 
And in fome inftances their hands 
and fect become cold, and their 
pulfe, and breath, and all the-fymp- 


“benefitted. 


(Marcu, 


At the beginning of the revival 
in Shelby county, the appearances, 
as related to me by eye witneffee, 
were very furprifing indeed. The 
revival had previoufly fpread with 
irtefiltible power through the adja- 
cent couaties ; and many of the 
religious people had attended dif. 
tant facraments, and were greatly 
They were much en. 


gaged, and felt unufual freedom in 


toms of life forfake them for near- , 


ly an hour. Perfons who have 
been in this ficuation have untform- 
ly avowed, that they fuffered no 
bodily pain, and that they had the 
entire command of their reafon 
and reflection ; and when recov- 


their addrefles at the Throne of 
Grace ; for the outpouring of the 


divine Spirit, at the approaching 


ered they could relate every thing | 
which was faid or iran, near them, | 


or which could poflibly fall within 
their obfervation. From this it 
appears that their falling is neither 


the common fainting nor the ner- | 


vous affection. Indeed this {trange 


‘phenomenon appears to have taken | 


every turn it pofibly could to baf- 
fle the conjectures of .thofe who 
are not willing to confider it a fu- 
pernatural work. Perfons have 
fometimes fallen on their way 
home from public worthip, and 
fometimés after their arrival In 
fome cafes, they have fallen when 


purfuing their common bufinefs on | to 


‘their farms, or when they had re- 
tired for private devotion. I ob- 
ferved above, that perfons general- 


_ every direction. 
| the pious -were fuddenly revived.; 


! 


facrament in Shelby. The faera- 
Ment came on mm September. The 
people as ufual met on Friday, Lut 
they were all languid, and the cx- 
ercifes went on heavily. On Satur 
day and Sunday morning it was no 
better. At length the communion 
fervice commenced, and every thing 
was fill lifelefs. ‘The minitter of 
the place was {peaking at one of the 
tables without any unufual liberty. 
All at-once there were feveral 
fhrieks from different parts of the 
affembly. Perfons fell inftantly in 
The feelings of 


and the work went on with extra- 
ordinary power from that time titi 


| the conclufion of the folemnicy. 


- exercifed 
have fallen under 


ly are ferioufly affected Soe fome | 


time previous to falling. In ma- 
ny cafes however it is otherwife. 
“Muadints of carefefe perfons hare 
fallen as fuddenly as if ftruck with 
a flath of lightning. 
‘felled infidels, and other vicious 
charaters have been arrefted in 
this way ; and fometimes at the 
very moment, when they were 
uttering their blafphemies againft , 
the work. 


Thefe phenomena of falling are 
common to all ages and fexes, and 
all forts of charafers ; and 
when they fall they are differently 
Some pious people 
a fenfe of in- 
gratitude and hardnefs of heart 3 
and others under affecting manifel- 
tations of tht love and goodne {s of 
God. Many carelefs perfons have 


fallen under legal convictions, and 


Many pro- | 


| 





obtained comfort before they arofe. 
But perhaps the moft numerous 
clafs of all, are thefe who fallun- 
der diftreffing views of their guilt, 
who arife with the fame fearful ap- 
prehenfions, and continue in that 
state for fome days, perhaps wecks, 
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before they obtain comfort. I have 
converfed with many who fell un- 
der the influence of comfortable 
feelings, and the account which 
they gave of their exercifes, while 
they lay entranced, was very furpri- 
ing. I knownct how togive you 
a better idea of them, than by fay- 
ing, that they appeared in many 
cafes to furpafs the dying exercifes 
of Doctor Finley. Their minds 
appeared wholly fwallowed up in 
contemplating the. perfeétions of 
Deity as illuftrared in the plan of 
falvation. And while they lay in 
all appearance fenfelefs, and almoft 
deftitute of life, their minds were 
more vigorous and aétive, and their 
memories more retentive and accu- 
rate, than they had ever been be- 
fore. I have heard refpectable 
characters affert, that their mani- 
feftations of gofpel truth were fo 
clear, as to require fOme caution 
when they began to {peak, left they 
jhould ufe language, which might 
induce their hearers to fuppofe they 
had feen thofe things with their nat- 
uraleyes. But at the fame time, 
they had feen no image or fenfible 
reprefentation, nor indeed. any 
thing, befides the old truths con- 
tained in the bible. Among thofe 
whofe minds were filled with the 
matt delightful communications of 
divine love, I' but feldom obferved 
any thing ecftatic. Their exprefs 
fons were juft and rational ; they 
converted with calmnefs and com- 
pofure.; and on firlt recovering the 
ufe of {peech, they. appeared like 


perfons juft recovering from a vio- 


lent ficknefs, which had left them. | 


on the borders of the grave. 
[ have fometimes been prefent 
when perfons who fell under the 


influence of convidtions, obtain- | 


ed relief before they rofe. On 
thefe occafions it was impoflible not 


to obferve how ftrongly the change | 
of their minds. was depiged in ' 








their countenances. From a face 


of horror and defpair, they afli-: 


med one which was open, lumin- 
ous, and ference, and expreflive of 
all the comfortable feelings of reti- 
gion. Astothofe who fall down 
under legal conviGions and contin- 
ue inthat ftate, they are not dif- 


ferent from thofe who receive con- . 


victions in other revivals ; except- 


ing, that their diltrefsis more fe-- 


vere. Indeed, extraordinary pow- 


eris the leading characteriftic of - 


this revivals Both faints and fin- 
ners have more ({trikine difceveries 
of the realities of another world, 
than I have. ever known on any 
other occafion. 


I truft I have faid enough on this: 


fubjeét, to enable you to judge 
how far the charge of enthufiafm 
is applicable to it. Lord Littleton 
in his letter on the converfion of 
St. Paul obferves (and I think ve- 
ry juftly) that * Enthufiafm is a 
vain, felf-righteous fpirit, {welled 
with felf fufficiency, and difpofed 
to glory in its religious attain- 
ments.” If this definition be a- 
good one, there is perhaps as little 
enthufiafm in Kentucky as in-any 
other revival. Never in my life 
have I:feen more genuine marks of 
that humility, which difclaims the 
merit of itsown duties, and looks 
tothe Lord Jefus Chriit us the on- 
ly way ef acceptance with God. 
I was indeed highly pleafed to (nd 
that Chrift was all and ia al 

their reliston, as well as in the re- 
ligion of the gofpel. Chriftians 
in their higheft attainments were 
mott fenfible of their cntire de- 
pendance on divine grace ;-and it 
was truly affecting to hear with 
what agonizing anxiety awakened 
finners inquired for Chiift, as the 
only phyfician who could give them 
any help. Thofe who call thefe 
things enthufiam, ought to tell us 
what they underitand by the Spiris 
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of Chriftianity. In faé, Sir, this 
revival operates, as our Saviour 
promifed the Holy Spirit fhould 
when fent into the world. it con- 
vinces of fin, of righteoufnefs, 
and of judgment ; a ftrong confir- 
mation to my mind, both that the 
promife is divine, and that this is 
aremarkable fulfilment of it. 

It would be of Intle avail to cb- 
ject to all this, that perhaps the 
profeflions of many of the people 
were counterfeited. Sueh an ob- 
jection would rather eftablifh what 
it meant to deftroy. For where 
there is no reality there can be no 
counterfeit ; and befides, when 
the gencra! tenor of a work is fuch, 
ag to difpofe the more inftncere pro- 
feffors to counterfeit what is right, 
the work itfelf rault be genmne. 
But as an eye-witnefs in the cafe, 
Timay be permitted to declare, that 
the profeftions of thofe under rcli- 
gious convictions, were generally 
marked with fuch a degree of en- 
gagednefs and feeling, as wilful 
hypocrify could hardly affume. 
The language of the heart when 
deeply impreffed is eafily diltin- 
guifhed from the language of af- 
fectation. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I think 
the revival in Kentucky among the 
molt extraordiaary that have ever 
vifited the church of Chrift. And 
all things confwlered it was pecul- 
iatly adapted to the circumftances 
vf the country into which it came. 
Infidelity was triumphant, and re- 
gion at the point of expiring. 
Something of an extraordinary na- 
ture appeared neceffary to arreft 
the attentton ef a giddy people, 
who were ready to conclude that 


tyadream. This revival has done 
ites Lt has contounded infidelity, 
awed vice inte Glence, and brought 
aymbers beyond calculation uncer 
icvious impreihens, 
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Whilft the bleffed Saviour was 
callisg home his people and build. 
ing up his chureh m this remaka- 
ble way, oppoefition could not be fi- 
Jont. At this I have hinted above. 
But it is proper 1 fhould obferye 
here, that the clamorous eprofition 
which affailed the work at its firft 
appearance has been in a great 
meafure borne down before it. A 
large proportion of thofe who have 
fallen, were at firft oppofers ; and 
their example has taught others to 
be cautious, if it has not taught 
them to be wife. 

I have written on this fubje& to 
a greater length than 1 fiift intend. 
ed. Butif this account fhould 
give you any fatisfaciion, and be of 
any benefit to the ¢ommon caufe, I 
fhail be fully gratified. 

Yours with the higheft cftcem. 

GEO. A. BAXTER. 
Rev. Archibald Alexander. 





Extra@ of a letter from a gentleman 
in Philadelphia to his friend in 
Hartford. 

“© } was laft Sunday evening to 
hear Mr. fpeak at the old 
College—-it is fitted up fo as to 
accommodate at leaft 1500 per- 
fous and it was fo crowded the 
greater part of the audience were 
obliged to ftand the whole time.— 





' His fubjeat was, the great conde- 
| f{cenfion of the Almighty in rea- 


foning with his creatures to per- 
fuade them to come to the truth, 
whereby their happinefs would be 
inercafed here and hereafter.— 
Great attention and folemnity ap- 


peared in the people the whole 


{ time, and a more than common 





' concern has taken place here on 
Chriftianity was a fable and futuri- | 


the fubject of religion, and many 
enquiring what they fhall do to be 
faved.”? 
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